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|} PREFACE 
NEO Mr. S. G. is, ſince he conceals his 
Name, I know not. Only he ſaith that he 
z5 Old, that he hath Writ againſt the Papiſts, and 
againſt Moderation among us, and towards Pro- 
* teſtant Diſſenters; he ſhews himſelf Zealous for | 
rhe Täckers, and firrce againſt thoſe that oppoſe S, G. p. 
them. Some ſay he is a Non-juror, and the ſtrain 
of bis Writins, and his Account of them that they 
rannot approve of Lay-Deprivation, (tho? be ſaith 
he will not undertake their Defence) and the Title o 
a Book Printed at the end of his, cal”d, Old En- 
gland, or the Government proved to be Here- 
ditary by ——— and that no Power, upon any 
pretence whatſoever, can abſolve their Subjects 
from their Oaths of Allegiance to their King; 
ſeem to ſhew it. | | 
I be be, ht is to be commended for not going a- 
gainſt his Conſcience, tho Erroneous, and is ten 
rimes better than any who take the Oaths, that 
they may be abler to hurt the Government, as I have 
Ground to believe ſome did in King William's time, 
and poſſibly ſome may yet, under the Gentle Reign 
of our Gracious Queen ANNE, 
Having read over his Anſwer, T find the 
Subſtance of my Book, both as to the Citations and 
Arguings, ſtands firm and ſtrong, nt wit hſtand- 
| ing what he hath thought fit to ſay againſt it, and can 
.* » ſafely commit it to the impartial Fudgment of any that 
| A 2 


Ibid. p.132 | 
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The Preface. 


ſhall conſider it; and ſhall be glad if this ſuppoſed 
Confutation ſhall occaſion any to look into my Book, 


and ſeriouſly compare what is ſaid on both ſides. 


Beſides, it wou'd be a tedious thing to go over his 
Book, which is almoſt twice as big as mine, in ano- 
ther twice as big as his: Few, if any, wou'd have the 
Patience or {pens their Time to read it, and I have 
much better Work, for the good of my Self, and Others, 
than to wear out my few old Days (being now in my 
87th Tear) in ſuch a needleſs and ungrateful Labour, 
but rather let it drop of it ſelf, © 

Yet for the Help of ſome, I ſhall in a few Sheets 
give ſome brief Remarks on ſome Things, and pitch 
upon 4 Principal One that runs through his whole 
Diſcourſe; and is the Ground of it; That Epiſco- 


pacy is a Fundamental of Religion, and no 


Salvation to be had in an ordinary way without 
it; and his new Notion of Schiſm from Biſhops 
which certainly Damns. Out of the Love Tought 
to have for our Bleſſed Lord, his Truth and Church, 
and not out of any Il Will to Mr. S. G. or any, (from 
which I deſire to keep my ſelf Pure) I deſign to ſhew 
the falſeneſs of theſe New and Pernicious Prin- 
ciples; which, tho” generally deſpis'd, are confident- 
ly Owin'd and Preachd by ſome that are Bold, and 
think highly of themſelves, and *tis like are ſecretly 


harbour'd by many, as Arcana Imperii, and inſinu- 


ated on all Occaſions in fit Companies, to ſtrengthen 
their own Party, and to Intimidate and bring Over 


Y 


others. 


CHAP. 


4 FE) 


Some Conſiderations on Mr. S. G's Anſwer. : R 


Shall wave Mr. S. G's Arguings, and only 


mention ſome few Things (for who mat- k 

ters the differences betwixt him and me?) | 

and out of Love to him, that he and others x 
may reflect on them for their good. _ 9 
§ 1. I willingly own that he is candid in ſome I 
things, but find that he hath left out many of | Y 
the main Places in my Book that were ſtrong 4 
againſt him; ſome of which I ſhall ſet down = 
hereafter. | 5 Y 
That ſometimes he hath changed a Word, 8. G. 4 
and the Senſe with it; as We for They. 4 0 Jo 2 =_ 
That he miſtakes or wreſts divers Sayings of x Oo of Y 
mine, as pag. 24. of my Boek, at the end of it, mine, l. 4. 1 
That many may be in the Communion of Saints, who a fine. Y 
do not hold Communion one with another, tho they do | YA 


ill in not doing ſo; with the 67th p. of his Book. 

S2. All along, he faith, © I endeavour to ju- S. G. 

* ſtifie Schiſm and Schiſmaticks, ſuch as Nova- 155» 3% 
tus, to plead their Cauſe, and to propoſe Mens *' © 

© Miſcarriages for our Imitation; that I mourn 2 
© for Schiſms and yet defend them. Tet he ſays, XZ 
© I give as hard Names to Schiſm as any do; | 
© and fairly cites what I ſaid, p. 9. That ſome | ½ 3 
* Schiſms, which riſe from great Blindneſs, Ha- —* Fn 
© tred, Pride and Worldlineſs, are as damning | 
© as Murther or Adultery; and, That there are 

* Sthiſms of a lower Nature, which are Sins againſt 
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© God, hurtful to the Church, and provoke him 
© oft ſorely to correct People in their Souls, oft 
© in their Bodies and outward Concerns, and 
© ſometimes even to ſhatter and break Churches? 
Now how can this conſiſt with what he faith ſo 
oft? If I ſay the lower Schiſms which proceed 
from leſſer Errors, and Weakneſs in the Grace 
of Charity, be ſo great Sins and fo ſeverely 
Puniſhed, with what Face can He ſay, I plead 
for Schiſm and defend Schiſmaticks ? * 

$3. All along he uſes ſcornful and abuſive 

Speeches, and very ſevere Cenſures, (a ſign his 

Cauſe had need of bad Language) and herein is 

not like his Friend Mr. Dodwell, To mention but 
one Inſtance: After miſtaking or perverting my 

$- 178. Words, he adds, I cannot forbear to declare 
* my Thoughts, that he 'is either given up to 
* ſtrong Deluſions to believe a Lie, or is reſolv d 
* to gratifie his Faction with the proſtitution of 

his Conſcience; and in defence of Schiſm to 

+»... * ont-face plain Truth I can, and do, eaſily 
Forgive him, tho', poſſibly upon Reflection, he 
will not eaſily forgive himſelf. \ 
p. 22,196. '$ 4. He needleſly caſts Dirt on divers he likes 
9.62, 193. not; on Mr. Baxter, who might have been a 
Biſhop, and others; and twice highly extols 
Mr. Doawell, tho' I no where reflected on him, 

but own his great Reading, Diligence and De- 
votion, in his Way; and that many uſeful 
Things are found in his Collections, and ſome 
Things candidly ſet down, which ſeem to make 
againſt his main Opinions. Yet I ſaid, he had 
advanced ſome New. and Unſound Opinions, 
as diyers beſides him have done. And it had 
Bicorum?heen no Crime in me, ik I had in ſome Sort 
tall. c, 1, been bold wich him, as he was with the great 
$ 1+ St Aguſtin, who, he faith, was a more _ 


CY 1 

than skilful or ſolid Adverſary. And if I take 
theliberty to prefer the Judgment of Mr. Hooker 
and others before his, I ſuppoſe he will not be 
offended. = ; 

$ 5. There are divers that ſeem to take Oc- 
caſion to write againſt the Diſſenters, that they 
may revile many of the Biſhops with the ſober 
inferiour Clergy, and raiſe Diviſions in the Na- 
tion; among whom, Mr. S. G. ſeems to be one, 
as appears by his ſaying, That the Church of S. G. 
England zs in Danger; for all the Sectaries are P. 2,374. 
now let looſe upon Her, and it were well, if 
© ſome of Her Sons (who are really the ſtrongeſt 
* Oppoſers of the Diſſenters) or ſuch as ought to 
© be Her Sons, did not Conſpire with them to betray 
© their own Mather ;, and how ſhall She be able to 
© ſtand againſt Enemies without, and Traitors with- 
in? That Governors are to make a Hedge about Preface; p. 

* the Religion they Eſtabliſh, and keep it in Repair, 9, 10. 

© elſe the Occaſional Comers and Goers will eat 
© it up, and drive out the Right Owners, And fo 
is one of thoſe, who, as Her Majeſty ſaith, (ac- proclam. 
according to the Votes of both Houſes of Par- Dec. 10. 
liament) endeavour to foment Animoſities , 1705. 
to cover Deſigns they dare not publickly own , 
_ falſly ſuggeſting the Church of England, as by 
Law Eſtabliſh'd, to be in Danger at this time. 

§ 6. He all along uſes violent and bitter 
Speeches againſt the Presbyterians ; oft rips up S. G. 
in the moſt Tragical Expreſſions, the Evils and p. 3, 13. 
Miſeries of the unhappy War begun in 1641, 
ſays, © That the Saints of that Age Murther'd 5.4, 16, 19 
the King; That the ſame Game is playing a- p. 33, 38, 
* gain; That the Presbyterians in England are 143,15 
© the ſame as formerly; That if they ger Power, 201. 
_ © which they are iz 4 fair Way to do, the Engliſh 

« Moderation will be turned into the Scorch, and 

A 4 2 


| r 
tit ſhall be Death for any to Speak, or Write, in 
+ behalf of Epiſcopacy. This will be doing the Buſi- 
b neſs indeed, if better care be not taken. But upon 

enquiry, I find there is no ſuch Law as he here 
intimates, and that there are many Epiſcopal 
Meetings in Edinburgh. In this Caſe it may be 
ſufficient to produce the B—p of S—»/'s Autho- 
rity, in the Speech his Lordſhip made in the 
Houſe of Peers the laſt Seſſion, on the Debates 
about the Churche's Danger, which is thus re- 
preſented in the Annals of the Queen, Tear 4th, 
» 206, TE N 
. © That as to the Scotch Affairs he was partt- 
] * cularly acquainted with them, and therefore 
| would venture to ſpeak with the more Aſſur- 
=__ © ance: That the Scorch Kirk, being Eſtabliſh'd 
© without a Toleration, was an unfair Allega- 
© tion, for there needed no Law for Toleration, 
_ © where there was no Law to inhibit. The Epiſ- 
© coparians were not forbid to worſhip God 
* their own way, being only excluded from Liv- 
© ings, and that there were at that time ,four- 
Ian in- © teen *Epiſcopal Meeting-Houſes in Edinburgh, 
3 ; 5 open as the 1 and as == reſort- 
| to; in many of which, the Ergliſþ Litur 
Sen th was us'd ; . in ſeveral of them = 4 | 
Queen was not -Pray'd for; and the Bill for 
giving Patrons Liberty of conferring their Be- 
* nefices on Clerks Epiſcopally Ordain'd, 
© had paſt, (at leaſt the King had allow'd it) if 
they would have put in a Clauſe to ablige em 
* to take the Oath to the Government, but upon 
the offering that Clauſe, the Perſon that ſolli- 
cited it, let it drop. Thus far the Bp of 
Sm, Which is a ſufficient Evidence how un- 
3 this Author reflects on the Government 
J or OR ITT 
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With the ſame Injuſtice he ſeems to imply, 
That the Presbyterians had a hand in putting 
the King to Death; yet its evident to all that 
are not reſolv'd to ſhut their Eyes, that the Pres- 
byterians in both Kingdoms abhorr'd and op- 
pos'd it, and had a great Hand in reſtoring his 
Son King Charles II. And why are theſe Things 
ſo oft repeated, but to raiſe and foment Divi- 
ſions among us, and to ruin us? And ſome, that 
are in the Intereſt of the Papiſts, tell us, they 
ſhould not be provok'd too much, leſt their 

Nature be put to Rebel againſt their Principles. 

§ 7. But let us forbear theſe things, fince 

there are Perſons of large Souls that ſpeak and 
write of them far above our poor pedantick Way. 
They know theſe Opinions, the Riſe and Pro- 
oreſs of them, their Tendency, and why they 
are ſo earneſtly preſſed at this Day. Let us 
leave State Matters to our Rulers, and not tell 
them as he doth, That a Religion (applying it to Preface, 
what the State hath done) furniſhed with Mac- P. 6. 
ims for ſeeurity of Goverument, is better than no Re- 
ligion at all; yet Rulers and People ſhall eternally 
Periſh under it hereafter, and the Benefit of it here 

#s of no certainty ;, but Pray unfeignedly for them, 
be greatly thankful for the many Benefits we 

all receive by them, be really faithful to them, 
and mind our Work in our Places, to glorifie 
God, to love each other, and to ſave our ſelves 

and others. So the Holy Apoſtles, and the 
ancient Miniſters of Chriſt did, and ſo have 

many done in the Revolutions they have liv'd 
under; ſo let us do to the end, and our God 
will be with us. | e 


CHAP. 


(6) 
CHAP. II. 
Of Schiſm. 


$ 1. J Was grieved to find divers ſay, that 


they who die in Schiſm cannot be ſaved, 


and apply it to the Proteſtant-Diſſenters in 


England, that they are guilty of Schiſm, and are 
in that ſad Condition. I waved the former which 


had been diſputed by many. The high Con- 


| 5. Gp.15- 


formiſts laying the guilt of Schiſm upon the 
Diſſenters, and theſe again with much Aſſur- 
ance charging it upon their high Oppoſers ; 
and as to the latter, ſaid p. 3, 4. the Diſſenters 
ſay, © Their high Oppoſers Sind greatly, by cau- 
fing ſuch needleſs, doubtful or ſinful Things 
© ko be impoſed, on purpoſe to throw out abundance 
© of uſeful Miniſters of Chriſt, and which had the 
* effett they deſir d. This Mr. S. G. cited, but 
hath left out that which followed, Tet chari- 
* rably believe that many of them did it thro? 
© Ignorance, might have the true Grace of God 


in their Hearts, and be ſaved by 4 general Re- 


© pentance, tho they juſtified that their Atjon 
* to their Death. This he leaves out; 'tho? it 


ſets the Caſe clear before us; that many who 


are guilty of Schiſm may be ſaved, and would have 


prevented many Words that he hath uſed. 
Then I ſhew'd, that all who are guilty of 
Schiſm (and moſt, I fear, are ſo more or leſs) 


are not in a State of Damnation, becauſe it 


hath no ground in Scripture, and Damns a great 
part of the Church of God in all Ages and Pla- 
ces,as I made plain by a ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm ; 


and thence inferred, © Shall many of all thoſe 
* Schiſmaticks be in a ſafe or hopeful way of Sal- 
ws | 2 . 


vation, 
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4 
* vation, and only the Proteſtant Diſſeaters in Eng- 
land be Damn d? ALA 

And p. 7. I laid down as a certain Truth ge- 
nerally owned, that Schiſm 1s not only a Rent 
or Separation from a Church without a juſt 
Cauſe, but alſo a Rent or Diviſion zz a Church; 
that they who cauſeDiviſions ia or from a Church, 
are the Schiſmaticks; and the Life of Schiſm 
lies in Uncharitableneſs, and the Venom of it 
in Hatred. 

$ 2. But Mr. S. G. makes Schiſm quite another 
thing, and will have nothing, in effect, to be Schiſſ 
but a Separation from Dioceſan Biſnop; and fol- 
lows * Mr. Dodwell, who ſaith, That to ſhew «ec... - 
© the Greatneſs and Miſchievouſneſs of Schiſm, ation. c. 28 
is Impoſlible upon his Adverſary's Principles; $. 32. 33. 
for if Schiſm lie only in ſeparating from a 
© Church without a juſt Cauſe, the Trial of it 
© will depend upon the Merit of the Cauſe, 
and every one is to judge of that, which 
few are able to do, and moſt will think it 
* no great. Sin to miſtake in a diſputable Mat- 
© ter, and will hold up Charity tor them that 
differ. | 

This which was in the 23d page of my Book, _ 
he leaves out, but put in what followed, Thar Mr: S. G. 

© Schiſm lies in leaving their Biſhop on any Cauſe l. 64, 65. 
© whatſoever, unleſs the Biſhops turn Hereticks, or 
. © Idolaters, or ſeparate from their Fellow Biſhops ; 
and omits. what followed, That to ſeparate 
from them is the Sin unto Death, and againſt-1 Joh. 5. 
© the Holy Ghoſt, and that ſuch Perſons cut o _ 
_ © themſelves from all hope of Pardon in an 5 2 
© ordinary Way. The extravagancy of this Opi- 
nion, I ſaid, deſtroys it ſelf. To which he ſaith, 
© No ſober Man, for my diſdainful Saying, 
* will. conclude the Opinion either to be e- 

171 44% : „ * 1 1 &-44 | * © travagant, 
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CJ 
© travaoant, or that it deſtroys it ſelf; and that 
© its an Argument of extreme Haughtineſs, 
© thus deſpicably to treat a Perſon who hath 
©fearce his Equal in Europe, for all forts of 
© Learning, and is no leſs eminent for Piety,— 


and that the Ancient Fathers approv'd and 


<praftis'd this Opinion. Thus he owns and 
approves that Opinion, which he ſeems to be 
aſham'd to ſet down at length, and which is 


deſervedly contemn'd by thoſe that are not 
ſtrangely Bigotted. 


w of Sepa- © $ 3. And * Mr. Dodwelt (who holds that all 


ration, in 
the Pre- 


face, 89. 


Churches are Originally equal) explains him- 


ſelf more fully, ro maul and terrify his Op- 


poſers, and faith, © They who ſeparate from 
© their Biſhops, are guilty of Diſobedience to 
©the Divine Government, of giving Authori- 
ty to Men which Chriſt never gave them, 
of forging Covenants in the Name of God, 
*and counterfeiting the great Seals of Hea- 
© ven for ratifying them, of Sinning againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, and to Death. That they 


cut off themſelves from all hope of Pardon 


in an ordinary Way; far being difunited 


from the Church, they loſe their Union with 


© Chrilt, and all the myſtical Benefits conſe- 
© quent to it, have no Title to the NB 


©'Merits or Interceſſion of Chriſt ; no Title to 
© the Pardon of Sin, the aſſiſtances of the Ho- 


ol Ghoſt, or to any Promiſes of the future 
© Rewards, tho” they ſhould perform all other 


Parts of their Duty, beſides uniting themſelves 
to Chriſt's myſtical Body in a viſible Communi- 


© on ; no Promiſe of acceptance of their P ray- 


Lers for themſelves or others. 


Great 
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(9) | 

Great Words! But upon what Foundation Of Separe- 
are theſe great Things built? On falſe Ones. 7” 
That Salvation 1s. not ordinarily to be had 4-4 = 5 
without External Participation of the Sacra- 26. 
ments; that there can be no true Converſion ch. 10, & 
or Union to Chriſt by the Word preached or 11. 
Prayer, but by the External Solemnities of the fb 18 
Sacraments, adminiſtred by Men in the Epiſ- . 20. 3% 
copal Communion by a continued Succeſſion 26. 


from the Apoſtles. 


§. 4. So this bold Opinion is built on Falſe 
and Popiſh Grounds; that Saving Grace is con- 
fer'd only by the Sacraments, eſpecially by 
Baptiſm, and not by the Word or Prayer. | 

But to ſay, that People cannot be really con- 
verted and united to Chriſt by the Word read N. 0. 
or preached, is a ſtrange thing, and to re- ,{o. 1. 
peat it is to confute it.“ Is it not ſaid, that 1), 21. 
Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word Nom 3. 22, 


of God? Doth not the Apoſtle ſay that Chriſt 25 


ſent him, not to Baptize, but to Preach the Goſ- N 
pel and that it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of 
Preaching to ſave them that believe? Is it not ſaid, 
that we are juſtified, and ſaved by Faith, and 
that Chriſt dwells in our Hearts by Faith? &c.— Ebb. 3. 17. 


* " 
1 1 _ * 2 1 


* While I write this, I find in the Gazette the- Ntle 
of an Epiſtolary Diſcourſe writ by. Mr. Dodwell, proving 
from the Scripture and the firſt Fathers, that the Soul. is 
naturally Mortal, but immor taliz d by the Pleaſure of God 
to Puniſhment or Reward, by an Union with the true Bap- 
tiſmal Spirits. And that none have the Power of giving 
this Divine immortal Spirit, ſince the Apoſtles, but only 
the 2 & c. — "Tis likely, this will awaken ſome. of 


- the "Epiſcopal Party. And ſo it hath proved, for two of 


them I find have 'writ againſt it already. And ſome 
eibers buve greatly expos'd bim for his new Opinions. 3 


— 


15 


(10) 
Is it not a Popiſh Opinion, that Baptiſm is ne- 

ounce ef ceſſary to Salvation, not only Neceſſitate Præ- 
Trent. cepti, but Neceſſitate medii; and that all are 
Seſſ.7.c.44 Damn'd that Die without it? That the Grace 
6. 8. of Juſtification cannot be obtained by Faith 
of origin. yithout them; That Grace is confer'd by the 
3m e. 3. Sacraments, Ex opere operato, by the Work 
done, and not Ex opere operantis, by Virtue of 

the Faith or Devotion of him that receives 

them; and that the Doctrine of the Opus ope- 

ratum is of the greateſt Conſequence? Doth 

* De Sa- * not Bellarmin ſay, that Faith and Repentance 
eramentis, are required as Diſpoſitions to receive Good 
1. 3. 6. 1. by them, but that the Sacraments, work it, 
+ Hence Aber, proxim® & inſtrumentaliter? We ſay 
the Prote- the Sacraments work in us, as they excite and 


ſtams ſay, nouriſh Faith in us, and that they are Effica- 


150 Faith cious through the working of Faith. And Bel- 
gi . Jarmin faith, we cannot believe the Sacraments 
ment, are the immediate Cauſes of Juſtification, un- 
leſs we recede from that our firſt Principle, that 

Faith alone juſtifies. _ | 
S8. 5. But to return to the Matter of Schiſm. 
Is readily own, its Schiſm to ſeparate from a 
Biſnop without a juſt Cauſe. But there are 
many juſt Cauſes why People may ſeparate from 
a Biſhop, beſides thoſe three he mentions, of 
their being Hereticks, or Idolaters, or Sepa- 
rating from their Fellow Biſhops: Mr. S. G. 
faith, this zs the Schiſm in the preſent Controverſie. 
But I took Schiſm in the large and true Notion 

of it and not in this new One which few 

. 
S. 6. Beſides; this is not the Caſe of the 
Diſſenters, at leaſt that are Presbyterians; for 
the reaſon why they left their Places, was not 
a refuſing to be under Biſhops, but the my 
1 = e tion 
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fition of many Things then by the Act for 

Uniformity. This is evident by the Papers 

that paſſed 1661, at and after the Conference 

at the Savoy. They deſir'd a Reformation of 
Epiſcopacy, would have accepted Biſhop Vſher's 


Reduction; and when that could not be ob- 


tain'd, many would have ſubmitted to the Bi- 
ſhops as they are at preſent. Its plain alſo by 
the Practice of many Conformiſts, who before 
the Wars in 41, did ſabmit to the ſeveral Bi- 
mops, and kept their Livings ; but after the 
New Act for Uniformity, (which inſtead of 
Condeſcending ſomewhat, rais'd Things higher 
than before,) left their Places, and became Diſ- 
ſenters. Such as Mr. Calamy, Caſe, Jack ſon, 
Dr. Seaman, &c. in London; as Mr. Sam. Hil- 
derſam, Porter, Fiſher, Heath, Froyſell, &c. in 


Shropſhire, and the like in other Counties. 
Beſides, there are true Churches, where there 


are no Canonical Biſhops, and unjuſt Separation 
from them is Schiſm. _ | 
And Mr. S. G. faith, if one or more Biſhops 


oft ſeparate from other Biſhops, it is not 


Schiſm, &. both parts hold the Epiſcopal 
Communion. Thus, moſt of the Schiſms I 
mention'd, he ſaith were no Schiſms; Not that 
between AMeletius and Peter, who tho' impri- 
'd by the Heathens together, would not 
Pray together; And the ſhamefrl Schiſm *twixt 
Victor and the Aſian Churches about the keep- 
ing of Eaſter; he ſaith, againſt the Truth and 


S. G. p. gi. 


the judgment of all ſorts of Writers, was zo -- 


Schiſm. | 
S. 7. Further he will ſcarce own there can 
be Schiſm in a Church; tho? the Apoſtle ſaith, 


God hath ordered all Things in ſuch a man- 
ner, that there ſhou'd be no Schiſm in the Body, 


but 


| - "Tam? 


x Cor. 12. but that the Members ſboud have the ſame Care ons 


— — . a . 
n 8 , 
: 2 Dan 


$11. whether ſhall we believe? And that the Schiſm 


at Corinth, to the Chriſtians of which Clement 
Edit, mn. wrote that Excellent Epiſtle, was not a Schiſm, 
1633. tho' he call it ſo; © gioue vuar. rorats Siigperley. 
7. 1. And again, Let him that is full of Charity ſay, 
3% 7 0. © if Sedition and N ariſe becauſe of me, 
© will depart; only let Chriſt's Flock with 


© the Presbyters ſet over them, live in 


© Peace? And certainly, a Rent is properly in 

a Garment, not from it; in 4 Church, and not 

from it. | . | | 

5. G. . To conclude; he faith, all Schiſmaticks are 
145. out of the Catholick Church. I had ſaid, 
15 p. 22. and 76. that thoſe that differ in leſſer 
) Things ſeparate, but hold the main, are in the 
Church; and that Cyprian was groſiy miſtaken in 
thinking Schiſmaticks were out of the Church; 

and that therefore they could have no Charity, and 

that Baptiſm edmin;fired by them was Null, But 

1 . Stephen, Biſhop of Rome, oppos d and prevaid; 
[| | and to this Day the Papiſts, tho they account 


* 


baptize them if they turn Papiſts; nor do we 
Re-baptize the Papiſts if they turn to us. I ad- 

Ecel. polit. ded alſo a large Citation. out of Mr. Hooker, 
. 3. $ 1. that Schiſmaticks, and wicked ones, while they 
profeſs one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, are of 

the Viſible, tho' not of the Myſtical and Invi- 


ſible Church, where he confutes the Error of Cy? 


prian, and the African Biſhops. 


3 : . — 4. v * 4 
. « 4 , 


25- gf another, both in particular Churches and the 
Univerſal, _ © | . 

1 Cor. 1. He faith, that at Corinth was not a Schiſm in 

11. the Senſe of the Ancients ; but the Apoſtle, who 


<.3-3- ch. was Elder than his Ancients, calls it ſo; and 


Proteſtants horrible Schiſmaticks, do not Re. 


1 f ͤ . — by, R K „ #5 


Mr. 


S R Es 


WA 


(xg: | 
Mr. S. 6. leaves out that large Citation, S. G. p.51. 
and faith 'tis to little purpoſe, tho? its as full 45. 
n as may be, and that 'tis not without Relu- 
5 ctancy that he is forc'd to differ from ſo Great 
"= a Man; but we ſhall ſee he differs vaſtly from 
4 him in other rhain Things alſo. 
t LON Nets 
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g. t. NAR. S. G. oft ſpeaks of it, and faith, wy. S. G. 
214 © Our Salvation depends on the Truth p. 7, 125, 
© and Validity of our Communion; and can that 233. 
Man have a ſound Senſe of Religion or Con- 
© cern for it, who matters not of what Commu- 
nion he is, or by turns of how many? Now he 
—_ all true Communion to be only with Bi- 
ODS. © FY 14 | F | f : 
80 he makes the Article of our Creed, not to 
be the Communion of Saints, but the Communion 
of Biſhops, or with Biſhops, and ties all Com- 
munion of Saints to them, to his own Party. 
Whereas ttis- plain, that All who truly hold 
one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, tho they dif- 
fer in divers leſſer Things, and perhaps ſeparate, 
(and in ſome Senſe may be ſaid of ſeveral 
Communions) yet really are of One and the ſame 
Communion ;, and a good Chriſtian may and 
ought, out of Love to Chriſt; and to them, to 
orſhip God with them oft times. Thus Churches 
of old, as * Socrates, | Sozomen, and others tell *1.5.c.21. * 
us, differ'd in many Things, yet held Commu- 1714. -3 
nion, and condemn'd = each other of * = 
| 8 d 
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And why may not, ought not We to do ſo ? But 


Mr. S. 6. cannot endure that Proteſtants 


ſhon'd be One Body, and Ve cannot bear that 
ſich a vaſt Diſtinction ſhou'd be made amongſt 
them. x + v 4 


& 2. As to Occaſional Conformity, he can by 
no means endure it, and counts it a Thing 


that will deſtroy the Church. He is ſo averſe to 


the bringing Diſſenters into the Church, that 
he cannot bear, even any of them ſhould in a- 
ny Degree approve of the Churches way of 


Conforming in any meaſure. What the main 
. Ground of this in him and others, is, I leave 


ir to others to judge. And as for his ſaying, 


Occaſional Conformity is Hypocriſy, and Occaſional 
Conformiſts Hypocrites, it is ſo fooliſh, that tho? 


many ſhall ſay it an hundred times, ½ ad 


ravim, yet Perſons of any Underſtanding: caſt 
it off with Scorn, and ſome have rendred them- 


ſelves Conremptible by their Writing for it. 
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Now ſhall I turn the Communion of Saints in- 
to the Communion of Biſhops, and make that an 
Article of my Creed ? God forbid. 


„ CEAD1 


i EET | Of Dioceſan Biſhops. 
be | ; | | 1 
mw | § I. He main Thing which makes me Write, , s, G. 
and 1s the Bottom of all his Book, P. 83,115, 
y is Mr. S. G's Lee Allertion, That Biſhops as 205, 226. 
8 4 ſuperior Order diſfering from Presbyters, are ne- 
0 © ceſſary to the Being of a Church; that there's no 
t Ordination, no Miniſtry, or Sacraments or 
5 _-* true Worſhip of God or Salvation, in an or- 
of * dinary Way without them. Without Canoni- 
n cal Biſhops Ordain'd by ſuch as deriv'd their 
e * Authority in a lineal Succeſſion from the Apo- 
7, Ales time. That the Worſhip of thoſe that „. 228. 
27 © have not ſuch Biſhops, is a Human Invention, 
Y their Performances ill. Morſhip, all their Ad- 
"oF * miniſtrations not only Nullities, but an Af- 2 
ſt Front or rather 4 Rebellion againſt God; and ö 
1 _ © that Schiſm lies in ſeparating from ſuch Biſhops, 7 
© of which before. 88 
I ſhall not wander from the main Matter, to 
ſpeak of the lineal Succeſſion of Biſhops : Enough 4 
of that may be ſeen in Chillingworth, and Stil- 4 
ling fleet, and Voetius's Deſperata cauſa papat us, and . 3. G 1, 2. 
Mr Hooter, who puts the Power of Order in 41.5. 8 i. 
the whole Church, and in thoſe that Write on 3 
Matth. 15, 18, 19. Thou art Peter — and I will 2 
3 ive to thee the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. — 14 
J That they were not given to him alone, and f 
* to the Pope by him, as the Papiſts ſay, but to 


him in the Name of all the Apoſtles, and to the 
whole Church, whoſe Name he then bore. And | 4 
if we look upon the Succeſſion of Roman Biſhops 4 
and Popes, aut I know of none more 8 | 
| B 2 | ; OW 


* Defence. 


of the Or- «< 
dination of c 


Miniſters 
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6161) 
how many Flaws and ſhameful Breaches are 
there in it ? 5 

& 2. That Biſhops are in ſome Senſe Jure Di- 
vino, of Divine Right, and approved by Chriſc 
our Lord, is not a new Opinion, but hath been 
held by many among us. But that ſuch an 


Epiſcopacy is abſolutely neceſſary to the Being of 
a Church and the Salvation of Souls, was not 


own'd but. abhorr'd by them. If by Jure Di- 
vino, ſays * Mr. Francis Maſon, be meant a 
Commandment of God, binding all Chriſtian 


© ably, and with ſuch abſolute neceſlity, that 


no other Form may be admitted, it is denied, 


hut, F only, as according to Scripture, or as 


from the Apoſtles directed by the Spirit of 
© God, we own it. So the main Queſtion now 


among many, is not, whether Biſhops be of God, 


and be lawful and uſeful, but whether they be 
abſolutely neceſſary? - 80177 


Vet this is now made by ſome, if not an Ar- 


ticle of Faith, yet one of the Fundamentals of our 
Chriſtian Religion, and that the not having ſuch 


a 


Biſhops, Damns the Diſſenters in England, and 


the Reformed Churches abroad, tho? they own 


thoſe that have Biſhops,and hold a hearty. Com- 


munion with them. ko B11 E. 1850 
IIS 3. Theſe are great Things, and ought to 


have a ſtrong Foundation to be built upon, for 
it is in effect to ſay, a7. 


TTT 
W hoſoever will be ſaved, it is neceſſary he be- 
lieve, that Dioceſan Biſhops: are abſolutely neceſſary 
to a Church, and no Salvation without them; which 
unleſs every one believe and keep cloſe to, and unde- 


filed, without doubt he ſhall, in the Ordinary Way of 
the Goſpel, periſh Everlaſtingly. | F 
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Churches univer/ally, perpetually and unchange- 


(17) 
It ſeem'd bold for any to write for this, tho' 

ſome did much toward it. Arch Biſhop Laud, 

as Dr. Heylin tells us in his Life, did in his Pub- 5 

lick Act at Oxford for his Degree of B. D. main- An. 180 

tain the neceſſity of Baptiſm, and that there 

cou'd be no true Church, without a Dioceſan Bi- 

ſhop, for which he was ſeverely checked by Dr. 

Holland the Profeſſor. And when Biſhop Hal 

wrote his Book for Epiſcopacy, he ſaid, Bi- An. 1639. 

© ſhops were a Superior Order, and that there 1s 

© no Place where Epiſcopacy may not be had, 

if there be 4 Church more than in Title only; 

and that we muſt not mince or hamper our 
© ſelves, for fear of ſpeaking plain Truth, tho”. 
© againſt Amſterdam or Geneva; and that Beza 
© yields it, to be Juris Divini ſuadentis, & ap- 
© probantis, & imperantis too, but not univerſa- 
© liter & citra conſiderationem durantis ; this, me- 
thinks, might have ſatisfied him. | 

And Biſhop Montague, (who had been cenſu- 1628. , 

red by the Houſe of Commons, for Writing ſeveral 5 
things contrary to the Articles and Homilies + 
of the Church of England, and it was Voted | 
that he endeavour'd to reconcite England to 
the Church of Rome, yet Anno 1628, was made 


a Biſhop by the King, by theſe ways our Diſferen- 
ces and Diſcontents began and encreas'd) in his * Tomi | 1 
* Origines Eccleſiaſtice, fully aſſerts it; Biſhop prioris 3 
- Carlton and others wrote againſt him then. pars 0 
And when the Lord Scudamore was Embaſ- Js 4 
ſador in France, his Chaplain publickly ſaid, ”* “3 i% 
the French Proteſtant Churches were no | 
f Churches, becauſe they had no Biſhops, which 
#8 caus'd David Blondel to write his Learned and 
; Sober Apology, Pro ſententia Hieronymi. | . 
| $ 4. It ſeem'd bold, I fay, to write much for _— 
; it, but at length Mr 8 Perſon much 


3 extol- m_ 


Of Separa- 


tian, An- 


no, 1679. 


ö * 

(8 ) 
extolled by Biſhop Fell and others, and whom 
Mr. S. G. follows, ) tho' he knew the Stream 
was ſo much againſt him, had Courage to do 
it in a large Book, and in other of his Pieces 
afterward, = 


Primum Graius homo, Mortales tollere contra 
Eſt oculos auſus, primuſq, obſiſtere contra. 


Now I ſhall endeavour to ſhew both the No- 
velty and Falſneſs of this Damning Opinion, and 
as an Hiſtorian rather than a Diſputant; judg- 
ing that the beſt Way to prevail with many. 
Men die and are ſoon forgotten, and ſo are many 
choice Books. New ones with new Opinions 


come up, and Old ones, which are far better, 


are forgotten or laid aſide. It hath been uſeful 
againſt Papiſts and others, to revive the Writ- 
ings and Opinions of the Ancients, to eſtabliſh 
the Truth, and confute Errors; and why 
ſhou'd it not be ſo, to revive the Books and 


Judgment of ſome ſince the Reformation, and of 
later Years, for the ſame end? I ſhall therefore 


do this a little, .tho? it be a flaviſh Work and 
of little or no Credit, yet oft-times difficult 


to give an exact and clear Account in few 
Words, of ſome Mens Writings und Opini— 


ons, without the leaſt miſſing of their Mind, 


or leaving out ſomething that may be thought 


neceſſary, And I ſhall begin with the Judg- 


ment of thoſe two Learned Writers of the Church 
of Erglaud, which I mention'd, and chuſe to 


do it in their own Words (which I did not 
ſet down before) which will be of moſt 
Weight. | 


8 5- Firſt, having cited/the.Refarmers of 
the Church of England, in Edward VI. gms 


8 


(29) | 

from Dr. Burnet's Hiſtary of the Reformation part 2. 
(and might now add what was done in Henry Pit . 
VIII. Days, the Inſtitution of 4 Chriſtian Man, 

and other Pieces.) 


* 


Then I cited Mr. Chillingworth, that he caſt 


off thoſe Opinions with Scorn. Mr. S. G. only Mr. S. G. 


faith, Its no ſtrange Thing to find ſome P. 297. 
© Sceptical Notions in him, and there are One | 
or Two Queſtions which ſhew him doubtful 
in ſome Things as to Church-Government, 
but to make the Truth clear, I will ſet down 
his own Words. 

© Whether it be certain, that none can ad- Charity 
mit of Biſhops willingly, but thoſe that hold 4intzin- 


them of Divine Inſtitution ? _ ed, part 1. 


© Whether they may not be willing to have b.6.$-39. 
© them, conceiving that Way of Government 
© the beſt, tho? not abſolutely neceſſary ? _ 

© Whether all thoſe Proteſtants, that con- 
© ceive the Diſtinction between Prieſts and Bi- 
© ſhops not to be of Divine Inftitation, be 
© Schiſmaticks or Hereticks for thinking ſo ? 

© Whether your Form (meaning the Papiſts) 

© of ordaining Biſhops and Prieſts, be Eſſential 
© to the Conſtitution of a true Church? 

© Whether in ſaying. the true Church cannot 


© ſubſiſt without undoubted true Biſhops and 


vs 


_ 
_ 


bo 
it be? What can be plainer and fuller ? 


© Prieſts, they have not overthrown the Truth 

© of their own Church? iS, | 
* Laſtly, Whether any one Kind of theſe 

External Forms and Orders and Government 

© be ſo neceſſary to the Being of à Church, 


© that they may not be divers in divers Places ; 


and that a good and peaceable Chriſtian, 


© may and ovght ſubmit himſelf to the Govern- 
ment of the Place where he Lives, whatſoever 
B 4 This 


(£20) - 


This Book of his was Licens'd by the Vice- 


Chancellor, and the Profeſſors of Divinity in 


* 


Preface 
5. 2 4+ | - 


Oxford, Ann. 1637, and highly valu'd; and 1 


alledge ir to ſhew Mr. Dodwell's Opinion is 
New and Falſe. Nay, his whole Book, (which 
he ſays is deducible out of this One Principle, 
that all Things neceſſary to Salvation are evidently 
contained in the Scripture) runs in this Strain ; 
for in his Preface, and his firſt Chapter, he 


aſfirms againſt Xor the Jeſuit, that there is no 


Reaſon, why among Men of different Opinions, 
one Side only can be ſaved. . 
$. 6. I alſo cited Dr. Stilling fleets Irenicum. 
Mr. S. G. only faith, as he grew Older, he 
grew Wiſer, and came off from thoſe Senti- 
ments; But if in ſome ſort he diflik'd that 
his Book, he was far from this Opinion of 
Mr. DodwelPs, for when he charg'd the Diſ- 
ſenters with Schiſm, he did it not on his Prin- 
ciples. bp | oth: 
And ſince that Book of his is not very Com- 


mon, and what he ſaith is of great Weight, 
and is known by few, I will give a brief Sum 


of it. 


1 * There muſt be ſome Form of Govern- 
ment in the Church. DEN > 


u. That it muſt be adminiſtred by a Goſ⸗- 


> pel-Miniſtry of a Divine and Immutable 


© Appointment, Mar. 28. 19. Eph. 4. 11, 


WI. d That no Form of Church-Government 
is abſolutely determine. 


9 A FS oat 1 
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(21) 


IV. © That Chriſt hath not determin'd it by cb. 4. 
any Poſitive Law, only hath given Gene- 
* ral Rules. 


V. © Nor by any Actions of his. Not by ch. 5. 
U © Mat. . 18, 19. | 


VI. © Chriſt hath not determin'd the Go- Tv], 
* vernment of the Church by Apoſtolical 3,7. 
Practice; for that cannot be fully known, 
Land its like they obſerv'd no certain 
; Form; and if they did, *tis not ſufficient 
W--: © to Found 4 Perpetual and Unalterable Go- 
| * verament. | 


- 
6 
2 


VII. There was no certain Form in all . 7. 4 
Churches after them. Some Churches | 
* long without Biſhops; Ordination by FE 
© Presbyters was eſteem'd Valid, &c. 3 


VII. © The moſt Eminent Divines of the Re- ch. 8. 
formation do not hold the unalterable 
* Divine Right of particular Forms of 


5 which is evident, 
or | _ 


1. © Some made it depend on the Judgment of 

* the Magiſtrate and of the Church. Thus Biſhop 

© Cranmer's judgment, and others in Edward VIth's 

Time, publiſh'd by the Dr. from his M. S. 

and more fully ſince by * Dr. Burner. The * Hiſtory + 

* ſame in Queen Elizabeth's Time, Archbiſhop of Keform. 
* Whitgift againſt Cartwright, and Hooker large- 
ly. In King James's Time, the King, Sutclive, 


* + Crakenthorp againſt Spalat a, Lord Bacon, + Cap. 42. 
; | < fince that, Chillingworth, William Hales, Sir $5: 


William 
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© William Morice. Forreign Divines; Chemnitius, 
' * Zanchy, du Moulin, Blondel, Bochart, Amgratis, 

© Grotius. eee LEH 
2. Some look, upon Equality as the Primitive 
Form, yet judge Epiſcopal Government Lawful, 
Land a Uſeful Conſtitution (and fo are far from 
* Aerianiſm) but do not judge the —_— Form 
© fo Carry an univerſal Obligation with it over all 
* Apol. * Churches, Ages aud Places. So the * Auguſtan 
Confeſs. * Confeſſion, the Smalchaldick, Articles, Luther, 
Aug. dd + Melantthon, Hyperius, Hemmingius, &c. S0 
ry N Calvin in his Inſtitutions, and to Sadolet; 
L 1, and Beza * de diverſis Miniſtrorum gradibus , 
* cap. 21. The Reformed Churches of England (faith he) 
& c. 23, © ſtand under-propped with the Authority of 
© Biſhops, andArch-Biſhops (as many of that ſort 
© were not only famous Martyrs, but Excel- 
© lent Paſtors and Biſhops) Fruatur ſane iſta ſin- 
gulari Dei Providentia. So Geo. Prince of An- 
+ of the halt, Zepper, &c. And f Mr. Dury tells us the 
Govern. Practice of Foreign Proteſtant Churches; That 
ment of in 5 ns] they have one Arch-Biſhop, and 
e 1 * ſeven Biſhops made by the King, who Sit in 
bereng © Parliament; and ſo in Denmark, tho? not in 
ve * ſo great Authority. That in Holſten, Po- 
meren, Mecklenburgh, Brunſwick, Lunenburgh, 
© Bremen, Oldenburgh, Eaſt-Frieſland, Heſſen, 
Land the Upper Parts of Germany, and the Pro- 
ö reſtant Imperial Cities; Church-Government is 
in the Hand of Super- Intendants, put in by 
* the Prince and Magiſtrates of their Cities, 
with an Eccleſiaſtical Conſiſtory to direct 
them. In the Palatinate are Inſpectores or Pre- 
* poſiti, and an Eccleſiaſtical Conſiſtory of three 
Clergy-men, and three Counſellors of State 
with their Preſident, all named by the Prince; 
+ So alſo in Wetteram, Heſſen and _—_ In 
l 1 . | | ran- 
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„ KF © Tranſilvania, Poland and Bohemia, they had 
1 © their Seniors enjoying the ſame Power with 
© ancient Biſhops. ' In Holland are Synods every 
'e * Month, a great one every Year, and Depu- 
/, ®F * ties of the Synod in the Interim for incident 
n *f Occaſions. In Geneva and Switzerland, the 
» | © Eldeſt Miniſters have by Cuſtom, and the 
/ FF < tacit Conſent of their Brethren, the Power 
8 * of Super-Intendants; Calvin and Beza had 
„ tit; and fo in Fance, at Paris, &c. Thus 
oO Y *© they account it not Unlawful to have ſome Of- 
„ © ficers Acting in a higher Degree than others, 
„ iin order to the Peace and Unity of ſeveral 
Churches. | | 
of 3. Some hold Epiſcopacy to he the Primitive 
rt Form, yet not neceſſary, and unalterably bind- 
1 © ing all Churches and Places; and own thoſe 
2— Churches that are without them for truly 
7 Conſtituted Churches, and that Miniſters are 
je © lawfully Ordained by meer Presbyters. So 
at * Mr. Francis Maſon, and many named by the 
d © Reverend and Learned Mr. Baxter, in his 
in * Chriſtian Concord. Biſhop Jewell, Biſhop Al- * Ayol. 
In  * ley, Biſhop Pillinton, Biſhop Bilſon, Biſhop bart 2. ch. 
- * Downham, Biſhop Davenant, Biſhop Prideaux, 9. diui- 
h, * Biſhop Andrews, Dr. Field, and others, to 1 
n, © whom may be added the moſt Eminent Bi- 
o- * ſhop of Durham, Apol. Cathol. part. 1. I. 1. 
is c. 21. and Biſhop Uſber, whoſe Judgment is 
dy © well known. And I conceive, many of our 
8, Right Reverend Biſhops, and of the Inferior 
= Clergy are of this laſt Opinion, as many per- 
E- haps of the firſt, ſome perhaps of the ſecond, 
ee and few I hope of Mr. DodwelPs and Archbi- 
te ſhop Laud's, tho' many have ſeem'd to Coun- 
93 tenance it too much by preſſing the neceſſity 
In of Ordination by Biſhops. „ 
* | | 


§. 7. Now 


TA 


) 


8. 7. | Now for this neceſſary unalterable Epiſco- 


pacy, which is made a Fundamental of our Re- 
ligion, what Proof is brought? | 


Quid tantæ pondera molis, Suftineat ? 


Surely plain Scripture ; for ſuch main Do- 
ctrines cannot be built on leſs than plain Texts 


of God's Word ; not on our Imaginations, 
or bare Rational Grounds; or the Judgment 


and Practice of the Beſt of Men, of the Fa- 


thers, but as Mr. Chillingworth ſaith of his 
Book, on the Evidence of the Scripture. S0 
ſhould this main Principle of theirs be prov'd, 
but they are far from that. EET 
They that plead ſtrongeſt for Epiſcopacy, 
(but not for the abſolute Neceſſity of it) do 
not ſay that our Lord hath by any poſitive 
Law Inſtituted or Commanded it, but draw 
it only from his appointing Twelve Apoſtles, 
and Seventy two Diſciples, from Aaron and his 


Sons, and the Levites (which at moſt are | 


but general Rules) from the Angels of the ſe- 
ven Churches, from Timothy and Titus 8 


Biſhops, (to which Anſwers have been given 


from the Practice of the Apoſtles while they 
liv'd, and of their immediate Succeſſors, who 
knew their Mind; and from the general Pra- 
ctice of the Church for ſo many Ages ſince. 


1 think I have faithfully given the Heads of all | 


their Proofs. | 

§. 8. But Mr. Dodwell, who raiſes Epiſco- 
pacy higher, and makes it more neceſſary than 
others do, brings far weaker Arguments than 
the ſober Epiſcopal Men do. For he pretends 
not to build it on any Places of Scripture as 
they do, nor on the Apoſtles Prattice while 77 
. | = liv' d, 


* 


% * — 
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lid; nor of their immediate Succeſſors, but on 
the practice of their Succeſſors, which pre- 
vail'd and was ſettled by degrees, and of the 


Church after them. 

Not on the Scripture; for he ſaith, © A Prin- 
* ciple which miſleads many, is, That the 
© Scripture alone is the adzquate Digeſt of all 
© Eccleſiaſtical Practices, as well as Matters of, 
© Belief ; which leads into Errors, contempt 
of Authority, and of Eccleſiaſtical Conſti- 
© tutions, prudently fitted to Circumſtances z 
and from a not uſing the right means to 
underſtand the Mind of the Writers of the 
Scripture, or the Notions and Syſtem of 
© Principles maintain'd by them, or the im- 
© mediate ſucceeding Ages of the Church, 
who underſtood: the . Apoſtles Minds from 
* their Writings, Preachings, and Converſa- 
tions. - {N39 a d ain, 

Not on the Apoſtles Practice; Becauſe, ſaith 
he, they did not always make uſe of their 
© Apoſtolical Authority, nor durſt venture it on 
hard Trials, but brought ſuch Reaſons as 
* might perſwade them they had to deal with, 
2 Acts 11. and Ad, 15.) and oft made Con- 
le ſcent ions to the People. There were alſo 
many Practices in their Days, which they did 
© not approve, nor could reform, as 1 Cor. 14. 
* and many things approv d by them, which are 


not to be followed by us, unleſs we be un- 


der the ſame Circumſtances. And they 
* that had the extraordinary Gift of Prophecy- 
ing, Which, he faith, continued till Cypriar's 
time, hindred the actual Orders of the Apoſtles, 
*-notwithſtanding their Authority, or till it 
was generally receiv'd without contradiction. 

a 12.3 TILA So 


* 


(26) 
© So the extraordinary circumſtances hind- 
© red the practice of Government in that 
© Age; and not in the Apoſtles Age only, | 
© as he ſaith, but even to Tertullian's Time. 
Thus he that ſets Biſhops ſo high, doth even 

quite deſtroy them by this his Diſcourſe; 1 
wonder that People ſee it not! | 
859. Beſides, many Places in the Fathers, 
trouble our beſt Antiquaries ; as that in par- 
ticular of Tertullian, where, Writing againſt 

: Second 'Marriages , (which thoſe that were 

+ De Ex. Prieſts then did not uſe) he faith, © Nonne & 

horte. Laici Saterdoter ſurmns ? Scriptum ef, Regnum: 

ratls, c 7. 4g; 1. & ſacerdores Des &. Patri ſup Fecit. 

Apocal. 1.7 © Differemiam inter Ordinem & Plebem conſti- 
© ruit | Eccleſie Auctoritas, & honor per Ordinis 

2» © conceſſum| Sanctificatus. Adeo ubi Ectleſtaſtici 

d bOrdinis non et Confeſſus, & offers, & tings, 
© & Sacerdos es tibi Solus. Sed & ubi tres, Ec- 
© cleſia_ eſt, licet laici; unnſquiſy; enim ſua fide 
© vivit —=—— Igitnr ſi habeas jus ſacerdotis in te- 
metipſo, ubi neceſſe eſt z habeas oporter etiam diſci- 
© plinam gucerdot is, ubi neceſſe ſit habere jus Sa- 
© cerdotrs. Digamus ting is, digumus offers, quan- 
© to: magis laico digamo rupitale eſt agere pro 
* Sacerdote, qumm ipſi Sareriloti digumo fatto au- 
© feratur. ugere Sacerdotem ? Onmes nus Deus ita 
© woluit e eſſe, ut ubirunqʒ Sacrumentis ej us 
< obergidma ani mu. 
- Now Tertullian here ſaith, its the Authori- 
ty of the Church which makes the differeace 
'?ewixt the Clergy and Laity ; a groſs Error, 
as we all own, tor Chriſt appointed it; and 
that ſuch as were not Prieſts did Baptize 
and Adminiſter the Lord's Supper, when there 
were no Prieſts, and were Frieſts to themſelves, 
and thought they might do ſo. | 

| Rig al- 


CH) ; 
Rigaltius a Romaniſt, in his Edition of Tertul- 
lian, and his Obſervations on this Place, faith, 
© If a Man with his Family in his Sailing, be caſt 


_ © upon a Place where there are no Chriſtians or 


© Presbitery, he may celebrate the Lord's Sup- 


© per with Thankſgiving. Albuſpineus a Biſhop, 


oppos'd him. Grotius, whom Epiſcopins fol- 
lows, defends Rigaltius. Petavius largely an- 
ſwers Grotius; and Salmaſius, under the Name 
of Walo Meſſalinus, writes againſt Petavius. 
Mr. Dodwell who gives this true Account of 
them, and which is generally known in his 
Book, De jure laicorum ſacerdotali, juſtly diſ- 
likes Petavius's Anſwer, who faith, offrre, 
there doth not fignifie, to Conſecrate and Ad- 


miniſter the Lord's Supper, but to do ſome- 
thing like it; to carry ſome of the Conſecrat- 


ed Bread home, and at their ſecret Meet- 
ings in the times of | Perſecution to take it 
with Thankſgiving 3 but Mr. Dodwel/ rightly 


Anno. 


1628. 


1631. 
1639. 
1641. 


1685. 


faith,” the Words are to be taken in their 


proper Senſe; and to ſalve this difficulty, 


ſaith, this was not done by Lay-mer, but by 


thoſe, as he conjectures, that were Prophets 
who continu'd till Tertullian s time, and oft 
hindred the Orders which the Apoſtles ſet in 
but tis not likely, becauſe the Prophets were 
above the Paſtors and Teachers, and: ſo might 


do it; but rather that Lay-men then did ſo, as 


» 


the Church. How rightly I determin not; Epb. 4. 11. 


many think; and “ Tertuilian ſaith, many * De co- 


things for Peace ſake varied from the Primi- rona mi- 


tive Cuſtom; and, which Mr. Dodwell can- litis. 


didly ſets down, Georgius Ambianus, a Papiſt, 
in his Notes on Tertullian, (which I never ſaw) 
ſaith, that in the Apoſtle's time it was IEG 
: 2 | / | or 


WW 


EIA — Song — Ys Bt 3, nn. 
(1 7, . 


* 


John 20. Apoſtles, As my Father hath ſent me, ſo ſend 1 
21; you, &c. but goes not about to ſnew from Scrip 


(28) | : 
for Laicks to exerciſe the Office of. Prieſts; 
and beſides the "Teſtimonies ' mention'd by 
Grotius, adds Pſeudo-Ambroſius, and Hierom 
who copied out Tertullian, but that this was 
prohibited in following Ages. 

810. 1 mention theſe things to ſhew, and 
that from the Learned Mr. Dodwell, the un- 
; certainty" in the Practice of the Church, for 
above 200 Years, and how the Learnedeſt Men 
are at a loſs, and vary about many material 
paſſages of the Fathers. And that therefore 
we have no ſufficient Reaſon to build upon 
them, but muſt keep cloſe to the Scripture, on 
which alone we can ſafely reſt. 
Let on theſe weak Grounds he builds his 
great and bold Aſſertion; he ſhews well from 
Scripture, that Chriſt gave Authority to his 


K ee 


ture, that Biſhops are appointed by Chriſt, 
and ſet above Presbyters: He proves that 
Matter leſs than uſually hath been done by 
others, and lays aſide the Arguments they 


built moſt upon, yet makes a higher conclu- l 
of se- ſion than they did, and faith, T All the - 
pardtion, Power to adminiſter the Sacraments is gi- 
ab. 19. ven to Biſhops, that People are to have an , 
L425.“ abſolute dependence on them becauſe of that, 
* and that this is zeceſſary to the Being and Go- E. 
© pernment of the Church; than which, few i 
ttmhings can be ſpoken more injurious to Epiſco- , 
_ | -pacy and the Clergy, and that will be more > 
- © -likely-»to ſet the Hearts of the People againſt f 
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S tt. Mr. S. G. faith, — If Hierom's 
© Paſſion had not at that time blinded him, 
© he would never have let fall ſuch a /ay- + How 
© mg, (that Epiſcopacy was brought in | after- , 
ward Fr a remedy againſt Schiſm) as reflected agree with 
on the Wiſdom and Care of Jeſus Chriſt God- what is be- 


© Man and all his Apoſtles; as if, in ſettling fore? 


© a Diſpenſataion, wherein the eternal Sal- SC. p. 90. 
vation of all Mankind was concern'd, he 
had left it to ſuch Hazards and Experi- 
© ments for want of a ſettled Government, 
© that it might have dwindled away and been 

© loſt. For no Conftitution can ſtand, where 
© the Government is none or uncertain. I 
will forbear to argue againſt this, and only 
ſay, juſt ſo the Papiſts argue againſt us for a 
Pope, for a viſible and infallible Judge here 
on Earth; Elſe Feſus Chriſt hath not ordered 
things Well and Wiſely, which is not leſs than 
Blaſphemy. 


S. 12. But as for us, we, according to our 


Duty, build our Judgment and Practice on the 
only true and ſound Foundation, the Holy 
Scriptures ; Of which take this brief Ac- 
count. 


That our Lord Jeſus hath ſet up a Goſpel- Mat. 4 | 


Maniſtry. As the Father ſent him, ſo he ſent 19, 20. 
his Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, being aſcend- john 20. 
ed, he received, and gave Gifts to Men; Some 21. 
Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, and Eph. 4, 


ſome Paſtors and Teachers for the Work, of the 11, 12. 


Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt. 
| | C That 


17. that muſt give Account. 


(39) 
Acts 14. That the Apoſtle Paul with Barnabas did 
23. with Faſting and Prayer Ordain Presbyters (for 
1 Tim. 3. that's the Word) or Elders. And that he ap- 
inted Timothy and Titus to do the ſame; 
Titus 1. that he left Titus in Crete, to Ordain Presby- 
$+6,7- ters, or Elders, in every City; if any be blame- 
| leſs, Vor a Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, ———— 
Thus, plainly making Presbyters and Biſhops 
the ſame. rare | 
And we find the like; that Paul ſent to 
Epheſus for the Presbyters or Elders of the 
ARs20.17 Church, and after a moſt weighty Diſcourſe 
charges them, Take heed therefore to your 
ſelves and to all the Flock,, over whom the Ho- 
v. 28, ly Ghoſt bath made you Overſeers, or Biſhops (for 
that is the Word in the Original) to feed the 
Church of God, which he hath purchaſed with 
his own Blood. Where we plainly ſee, that he 
makes Presbyters and Biſhops to be the 
— 5c . 
Theſe Elders, Presbyters or Biſhops inſti- 
x Pet. 5. tuted by our Lord we own, and are hghly 
1, . to eſteem. They are the gift of Chriſt to his 
2 Tim. 4. Church. To feed the Flock, To preach the 
1, 2+ Word. a : 
1 Tim. 2.1 To offer up Prayers and Thankggivings, and to 
Deut. 10. bleſs in his Name. 1115 
8. Io adminiſter the Sacraments of Baptiſm, 
Cor. 4. 1. and the Supper of the Lord, as Stewards of the 
Mſteries of God. Er tis? | 
Mat. 16. | To bind and looſe; to remit or retain 
19.— 18. Sins. 5 5 


+ pl To rule and watch over the Church, as they 


And 


(31) 
And to Ordain others to ſucceed them in 1 Tim. 4: 
| that Office. | bo TY 

J And Chriſt our Lord promiſes to be with them Mat. 28. 
4 to the end of the World, to bleſs them, and all his 20. 
00 .Holy Inſtitutions adminiſtred by them; and OS 
= weare joyfully to expect it. mn 
4 But how poorly do Miniſters and People 
85 think of theſe great things? 

= Theſe, if faithful, tho' they are oft low, 
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5 deſpis'd and hated in the World, we are to : 
3 Honour and to Eſteem very highly in Love for Þ 
CF their Works ſake; and if any do not, they Sin 9 
3 greatly; for as Juſtinian truly ſaith, Qui ho- p 
* norat Chriſtum, honorat & Sacerdotes Chriſti; = 
r he that Honours Chriſt, will Honour the Mi- 1 
” niſters of Chriſt. | | 1 
h But that one of theſe, is of a higher Or- $ 
2 der than the reſt, and muſt be ſet over them 
2 in a high manner, and be made a Biſhop, 
or elſe we cannot have a Church, or obtain 
i Salvation, Non creditur, quia non legitur, We 
y believe it not, becauſe we read it not. There | 
18 is no ſuch” thing written in the Scripture, and 9 
he therefore we fear it not, own it not. - 0 | 
FE $ 13. And St. Hierom is fully of this Mind, 
(as Mr. Dodwell and Mr. S. G. ingenuouſly 4 
n, confeſs). In his Comment upon Titus, like a I 
he Torrent, he drives down all before him. I | 
wiſh young Students would read him, and 
in not take up with the Sayings of others — 
For the fake of them and others, who can- 
ey not eaſily get a Sight of his Works, I have ſet 4 
I Adovn his Words, except thoſe Texts of Scripture S 
ap which he cites, and we may eaſily turn to. 


Tit. 1. 5, 
6, 7. 


Phil. 1. 1. 


"Atts 20. 
17,28. 


„„ 

He proves Presbyters and Biſhops to be 
the ſame from Titus 1. 5, 6, 7. © Idem ergo eſt 
© Presbyter qui & Epiſcopus. Et antequam Dia- 
© bolt inſtinctu, ſtudia in Religione fierent, & di- 


© ceretur in Popults, Ego ſum Pauli, ego Apollo, 


ego autem Cephæ, communi Presbyterorum Conſi- 


© lio /Eccleſie gubernabantur. Poſtquam vero 
© in toto orbe decretum et, ut unus de Presbyteris 
© eleftus ſuperponeretur ceteris, ad quem omnis 
Eccleſia cura pertineret, & Schiſmatum ſemina 
© tollerentur. Putet aliquis, non Scriptorum ſed 
© noſtram eſſe Sententiam, Epiſcopum & Presby- 
© rerum unum eſſe, & aliud ætatis, aliud eſſe No- 
men Officii , relegat Apoſtoli ad Phillippenſes 
Merba. Omnibus Santtis qui ſunt Phillippis cum 
© Epiſcopis & Diaconis, Et certe, in una Civi- 
© tate , plures (ut nuncupantur) Epiſcopi eſſe non 
© poterant. Sed quia eoſdem Epiſcopos, illo tem- 
© pore, qui & Presbyteros appellabant, propterea 
* andifferenter de Epiſcopis quaſi de Presbyteris 
6 locutus et. Adhuc hoc alicui videatur ambi- 
© guum, niſi altero teſtimonio comprobetur; in 
* Atibus Apoſtolorum ſcriptum est, quod cum 
© veniſſet Apoſtolus Miletum, miſerit Epheſum — 
Et hoc diligentius obſervate, quos modo unius 
civitatis Epheſi Presbyteros vocans, poſtea eoſe 
dem Epiſcopos dixerit. Si quis wult recipere 
eam Epiſtolam, que ſub nomine Pauli ad He- 


bræos ſcripta et, & ibi æqualiter inter plures 


6 Eccle ſiæ cura dividitur, ſi quidem ad plebem ſcri- 
© bit, Parete principibus veſtris. Et Petrus, 


qui ex fidei firmitate nomen accepit, in Epiſtola 


ſua loquitur, dicens, Presbyteros ego in Vo- 


* bis abſecro Compresbyter ————— Hec 


© propterea ut oftenderemus, apud 7 eteres, eof- 
© dem fuiſſe — Presbyteros qui & Epiſcopos ;, pau- 
5; + Wy __ *latim 


C394) 


© latim vero (ut diſſentionum plant aria evelle- 
* rentur) ad unum omnem ſollicitudinem eſſe de- 
© latam ;, Sicut ergo Presbyteri ſciunt, ſe ex Ec- 
cleſiæ Conſuetudine, ei qui ſibi prepoſitus fuerit 
© efſe ſubjectos; ita Epiſcopi noverint, ſe magis 
© conſuetudine, quam Diſpoſitionis Dominice 
© yeritate Presbyteris eſſe majores, & in com- 
© mune debere Eccleſiam regere, imitantes Moyſen, 
© qui cum haberet ſolus præiſſe populo, ſeptuaginta 
© elegit, cum quibus populum judicaret. 
And the like in his Epiſtle to Evagrius. 
Legimus in Iſaia, fatuus fatua loquetur; Audio 
quendam, in tantam erupiſſe vecordiam, ut Dia- 
conos Presbyteris, i. e. Epiſcopis anteferret. Nam 
cum Apoſtolus perſpicue doceat, eoſdem eſſe Pres- 
yteros quos & Epiſcopos, quis patiatur menſa- 


rum & wviduarum Miniſter ut ſupra eos ſe tu- 


mide cfferat, ad quorum praces Chriſtus corpus ſan- 
guiſque conficitur? Cuæris auctoritatem? Audi 
Teſtimonium, Phil. 1. 1. — Vis & aliud 
exemplum ? Acts 20. 17, 28. — Audi & 
aliud Teſtimonium, Tit. 1. 5, 6, 7- Et 
ad Timatheum, 1 Tim. 3. 1, — 14. — Sed &. 
Petrus, 1 Pet. 5. 1, 2. Presbyteros in vobis 
precor bajar ee ee teſtis paſſionum Chriſti 

— — zegere gregem Chriſti & inſpicere non 
ex neceſſitate ſed voluntarie; quod quidem 
Græce fnificantins dicitur, <mouoTures, id eff 
ſuperintendentes, unde & Nomen Epiſcopi tractum 
. Parva tibi videntur tantorum virorum Te- 
{timonia ? Clangat tuba Evangelica filius To- 
nitrui, quem Jeſus amavit plurimum, qui de 
bectore Sal vatoris doctrinarum fluenta potavit. 


Presbyter electæ Dominz —— & in alia 2 John 1. 
© Epiſtola, Presbyter Caio cariſſimo. Quod au- 3 John 1. 


© tems poſtea unus electus eſt qui ceteris præpo- 
3 * neretur ; 


* 
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© neretur, in Schiſmatis remedium factum eff, 
See Eu- © ye unuſquifque ad fe trahens Chriſti Eccleſtam 
tichi O- + rumperet. Nam &. Alexandrie, a Marco Evan- 
* * geliſta uſq;, ad Heraclam & Dionyſtum Epiſco- 
dos, . Presbyteri ſemper unum ex ſe electum, in 
© excelſiors gradu collocatum Epiſcopum nomina- 
© bant ; quomodo ſi exercitus [mperatorem faciat, 
© aut Diaconi eligant deſe quem induſtrium no- 
© verint, & Archidiaconum vocent. (And not 
© to leave out that which is ſo often menti- 
© on'd) Quid enim facit, excepta ordinati- 
© one, Epiſcopus, quod Presbyter non faciat ? 
* (which according to his Opinion here, was 
* taken from them by the cuſtom of the 
© Church, rather than by the Lord's Ap- 
© pointment.) Nec altera Romana Urbis Ec- 
© cleſia, altera totius Orbis exiſtimanda eſt ——-. 
Orbis major eſt urbe; Ubicunq, fuerit Epiſcopus, 
© fove Rome, ſive Eugubii - ejuſdem me- 
© riti, ejuſdem & Sacerdotis, Potentia divitia- 
© rum & paupertatis humilitas, vel ſublimiorem 
© vel inſeriorem Epiſcopum non facit. Ceterum 
omnes Apoſtolorum ſucceſſores ſunt - Er 
© ut ſciamus traditiones Apoſtolicas ſumptas de Ve- 
© teri Teſtamento; quod Aaron, & fili ejus atg ; 
Levuitæ in Templo fuerant, hoc ſibi Epiſcop ti 
© & Presbyteri & Diaconi vendicent in Eccle- 
© ſea. N | 
How full, how clear, how ſtrong is Hie- 
rom in this? How flat and poor are our Ex- 
preſſions to his, eſpecially as I have hud- 
dled them together ? Yet was he ever con- 
 demmn'd for this? Did any write againſt him? 
Epift.19. Did not Auguſtin, with whom he had ſome 
__—_ Eonteſk, agree with him in this? Was he 
not dear to Damaſus and the other ponent 


20/00 
wy 
1 
4 2 
8 
793 5 
1 
72 

4 

& 


* ” "4 
. Tp mm 1 £ 
£48 . n 

> oe 5 . 8 D 25 
8 - 3 


And hath he not a place among the chief of 


ſhown. . 5 


not only Hierom was in the ſame Opinion 


Flierom's Opinion. Clemens. Romanus, in his on. See 


Pius the Pope, the Roman Church, when Mar- Coun. of 


60 


the Fathers? 1 

Vou'll ſay, he did not ſeparate from the 
Biſhops, tho' he held the ſame Opinion with 
Aerius. True, and Aerius is juſtly condemn'd 
by all for ſeparating from the Church then. 
Neither do the Presbyterians refuſe Confor- 
mity, and keep up Meetings now becauſe of 
Biſhops, but for other Reaſons as I have 


§. 14. Thus we have St. Hierom clear for J. 1. c. 5. 
us, and moſt of the ancient Fathers were of De ſacro- 


his Judgment. Michael Medina ſaith, * That zum ho- 
minum o- 


© or Hereſie with the Aer:ans, but alſo Am- "WO 
© broſe; Auguſtine, Sedulius, Primaſirs, Chryſo- 
© ſtom, Theodoret, Oecumenius, and Theophylatt. 
+ Bellarmin (who held Epicopacy - to be Jure De cle- 
Divino, greater than Presbytery, both as to 75 1+ 
the Power of Order and juriſdiction, accor- Pn 
ding (as he ſays) to the Council of Trent, nez ſad, | 
Seſſ. 23. Cap. 6, 7. which pronounces Anathema Biſhops 

to all that deny it) ſtrives in vain to confute were zot 

him. | jure Di- 


. . vino, but 
But David Blonde! mentions them, and o- z, Bine 


thers with them, in all Forty four, to be of o, dinari- 
© Epiſtle to the Corinthians, Polycarp, Hermas, Hiſt. 


© c:an came thither, Juſtin Martyr, Papias, the, * 

© Gallican' Church, Ireneus, Victor a Pope, Cle. Apologia 
© mens Alexandrinus, Tertullian, Origen, Clerus pro Sen- 
Romanus, Caldonius, Cyprian, Firmilian, Pen- tentla Hi- 


| 

© tius Carthaginenſis, Euſebius Ceſarienſis, Hila- eronymi. 4 
© rius Piftavienſis, Hilarius alter. Autor que- | 

* C4 6 ftionum 


Cant. 1.7. 


| Lak, 10. 
16, 
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© ſtionum in Vetus & novum Teſtamentum, Ba- 
filius Ceſarius, Gregorius Nazianz., Gregorius 
© Nyſſen, Joh. Chryſoſtomus, Pelagius, Syneſtus, 
© Auguſtinus, Paulinus Nolanus, Salvian, Sedu- 
© lius, Primaſius, Gildas, Tſiderus Hiſpalenſis, Ec- 
© cleſie Batice & Concilii Hiſpalenſis Decretum 
© Septimum, Beda, Anonymus de 7 Ordinibus Ec- 
© cleſie, Eccleſia Francica, Amalarius, Hays 
© Halberſtad, Rabanus Maurus, Remigius Lugdun., 
© Hincmarus Khemenſis, qui vixit ad Annum 881. 
So we have abundance of Authorities, tho? di- 


'vers will Conteſt many of them, as well as 


plain Scripture for us. 


& 15. Now ſince we have the Holy Scrip- 
ture for us, and ſo many Fathers, and the 
Judgment of all the three Sorts of Divines at 
Home and Abroad ſince the Reformation for 
us, and againft that terrible Doctrine; How 
then do ſome, how dare any ſay, there can be 


no true Church or Salvation in an ordinary 


way, without a Dioceſan Biſhop in a Lineal 
Succeſſion from the Apoſtles? So it appears a 
New and Falſe Opinion, and ſuch as tends to de- 
ſtroy the Church of God. . 

The Spouſe ſaith, Tell me, O thou whom my 
Soul loveth where thou feedeſi—fer why ſhould [ 
be as one, that turneth afide by the Flocks of thy 
Companions? And doth Chriſt feed no where, 


but where there are Biſhops ? 


And our Lord faith, Ae that heareth you, 
heareth me; and he that aeſpiſeth ou, deſpiſeth 
me; and be that deſpiſeth me, defoiferh him that 


fent me. And dare you deſpiſe thoſe here, and 
in other Countries, whom he hath fitted and 


feat? | 15 6 
„ 7 65. 16. Be⸗ 


ww Q Ce 


the holding this Opinion, is a departing from 


From the Reformation in General; for it de- 


. neva, Switzerland, &c. and in Scotland; that 


r Whos i £5 On 


the Form ſet-out, and then us'd, ſhould Sub- 


( 37.) 


F. 16. Beſides, its to be conſider'd, that 


the true Reformation in General, and from that 
Part of it the Church of England by Law Eſtab- 
liſh'd. | 


ſtroys all the Reformed Churches beyond Seas; 
in Holland, Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Ge- 


no true Churches or Salvation are among them, 
but all of them in a State of Damnation. G 
horrible! What more falſe? What can give a 
greater Blow to the Reformed Churches, and pleaſe 
the Papiſts more? And I appeal to all, whither 
this new Doctrine tends, and if it do not even 
deſtroy the Baptiſm adminiſtred by them, which 
yet even the Papiſts allow. N 


§. 17. Its à departing alſo from the Church of 
England by Law Eſtabliſfd, which never taught 
ſuch Doctrine, but diſown'd and abhorr'd 
It. | — 
This is evident many ways, in the Reign of 
Xing Edward Vlth, and in Queen Elizabeth's | 
Days. By the Statute 130 EIL. c. 12. That . 1570. 
Miniſters ordain'd any other way than by 


ſcribe to the Articles of Religion, and ſo con- 
_—_ their Places, or elſe be ipſo facto de- 
riv'd. | 

N Mr. Travers tells us, that Mr. Whittingham, In his Sup- 
tho? ordain'd by Presbyters beyond Sea, con- plication 
tinu'd here in his Miniſtry to his Death; and 1% the 
that he himſelf being to be a Miniſter at Ant- Os: 
erp, was ordain'd there, was ſeven Years Le- 

Bo | cturer 


5 6 
Aurer in the Temple, and had the Biſhop of 
London's Letter for it. Yet Biſhop Mhitgiſt, and 

An. 1591. the High Commiſſion, never calling him be- 

a fore them, did Suſpend him, as not fit to 

deal in the Miniſtry within this Land; not 

as being abſolutely no Miniſter, but becauſe 

not Ordain d according to the Laws of this 

Church. And Mr. Hooker, who anſwers the 

other Things in the Supplication, wholly waves 

. this. =_ 

_ In King James's Reign, who was zealous for 
od, Epiſcopacy, when three Scorch Presbyters came 
Hiſt. An. to England, to be Conſecrated Biſhops for their 
1610. own Nation, and Biſhop Andrews would have 
had them firſt be Ordain'd Presbyters, Biſhop 
Bancroft and the reſt of the Biſhops oppos'd 

It. 

Peter du Moulin, without being Re-ordain'd, 
4n,1619, was made Prebend of Canterbury. And the 
| King ſo own'd the foreign Churches, as to ſend | 

of our Divines to the Synod of Dort. 


§. 18. But under King Charles I. Biſhop Laud 
drove Things high, and ſtrove to Suppreſs the 
French Churches that were in England, and got 
2 Decree againſt them. 7 | 
When King Charles II. was reſtor'd, Things 
were rais'd higher, Changes made in the Li- 
turgy, and in the Form for ordering Biſhops, 
Aug. 24. Prieſts and Deacons; and it was paſs'd in the 
1562, Act for Uniformity, that for the Univerſal 
Agreement in the Publick Worſhip of Al- 
mighty God, all not Epiſcopally ordain'd ſhould 
be re-ordain'd, tho? they had been confirm'd 
by him from the Year 1660. till then. And 
when ſome Presbyters came from Scotland . 


(39) 


be Conſecrated Biſhops for that Kingdom, 
they were firſt ordain'd Presbyters again, con- 


trary to what was done in the Reiga of King 


James I. 


§. 19. Yet we may not conclude hence, that 
all the Biſhops, and others then, thought Or- 
nations by Presbyters alone were. Null ; For 
beſides other Reaſons, 


Biſhop Bramhall, known to be a great Con- In bis Life 


tender for Epiſcopa us'd this aration ref xd to 
P Pan ö Decl his Works, 


before he Re-ordain'd any; Non annihilantes 


priores Ordinationes, ſi quos habuerit, and not 


diſannulling their former Ordinations, if they 
© had any, Nec validitatem aut invaliditatem 
© earum determinantes. - Multo minus Ordines ſa- 
© cros Eccleſiarum forinſecarum condemnantes, quos 
proprio Judici relinquimus; Sed ſolummodo ſup- 
© plentes quicquid prius defuit per Canones Eccleſia 


© Anolicane requiſitum, & providentes Paci Ec- 


© cleſie ut Schiſmatis Occaſio tollatur; Gi conſci- 
© entiis fidelium ſatisfiat, ne ullo modo dubitent de 


f ejus Ordinatione, aut Actus ſuos Presbyteriales 


tanquam invalidos aver ſentur. 

Ihheſe great Perſons, Biſhop Wilkins, Lord 
Keeper Bridgman, Judge Hales, and others, in 
the Comprehenſion which they endeavour'd, 
requir'd no New Ordination by Biſhops. 


And I was certainly inform'd, that in the 
Year 1680, when there was danger of Pope- 
ry, a Bill was Read twice in the Houſe of 
Commons, and Committed, and paſs'd in the 
Committee, the Lord Daniel Finch, now Earl 


of Nottingham, being in the Chair, That all 


ſuch Presbyters ſhould be allow'd of, as had 
been Ordain'd between the Years 1644. and 
RE =. T0 


* 


In Fudge 


Hales's 


Life, An. 


1669. 


1680. 


An. 1660. 


Z 1 
Many then holding Epiſcopacy, was not fo 
Ancient as was pretended, becauſe Clemens, 
the Ancienteſt of the Fathers, mentions only 
Biſhops, or Presbyters and Deacons; and 44 
natiuss Epiſtles, which firſt mention Biſhops 
and Presbyters, are thought Counterfeit ; and 
that the Canons of the Apoſtles were of little 
Antiquity ; and that there was a Church in 
Scotland above 200 Years without Biſhops, here- 
upon the Learnedeſt Perſons were ſet on Work 
to remove theſe Difficulties. _ 
Dr. Fell, (after Biſhop of Oxford,) to ſhew 
that Clement did own Dioceſan Biſhops, tho 
he mentions only Biſhops, or Presbyters and 


"Deacons. | 


Dr. Pearſon, (after Biſhop of Cheſter, in his 
Lectures in Cambridge, and after in Print, to. 
ſhew that Ignatius Epiſtles are Genuine, and . 
written about the Vear 107, or 113, againſt 
Daille, who by many Arguments labour'd to 
prove they were not writ till about the Year 
yoo," | 
Dr. Beveridge, now Biſhop of St. Aſaph, to 
prove the Canons of the Apoſtles were writ 
about the Year 200, and not about 450, as 
Daille holds. | 

Dr. Lloyd, now Biſhop of Worceſter, to Con- 
tradict all the Scotch Hiſtorians, who mention 
Donald, a Chriſtian King about the Year 
200; and a Holy Church there without Bi- 
ſhops, till Palladius came about the Year 430. 
And by a new Explication to correct Bede, 
who ſeems to ſay, ore Selden thinks 1o) that 
about the Year 570, their Biſhops were Sub- 
ject to the Abbot of Huy, and were made by 
him, who was but a Presbyter ; and that _ 
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(41) 
of them were ſent into England about the 
Year 630. Now I do not remember that 2- 
ny of theſe Learned Men, who were ſtrong, for 
Epiſcopacy, nor Dr. Hammond before them, 
ever roſe ſo high as to ſay, there can be 
no Church or Salvation without it. Tho' 
Dr. Beveridge ſay,” there are ſome Rites and 
Things, not to be found in Scripture, but 
are ſetled by the Univerſal Church, which we 
are bound to obſerve, and by no means to re- 
ject. 


§. 20. But to clear this more fully. That, 
which 1 conceive, ſticks with many, and is apt 
to lead them into that great Error, is, that 
many earneſtly contend, that Biſhops have 
the Power of Ordaining Miniſters, and that 
thence it neceſlarily follows, there can be 
no true Church or Salvation without them. 
This I fancy hath a great Influence upon many. 
To help ſuch; which I really defire, I know 
no better way, than by ſetting down the Judg- 
ment of two of the moſt famous Divines of 
the Church of England, Mr. Hooker, and Bi- 
ſhop Andrews. And I do it this way, becauſe 
I have all along written as an Hiſtorian, rather 
than a Diſputant. 


Mr. Richard Hooker, who dy'd, Ann. 1603, 


wrote againſt Mr. Thomas Cartwright, and the 


Non-Conformiſts; His Works have been e- 


ſteem'd the Bulwark of the Church of England, 


and were recommended by King Charles I. to 
his Children. I wiſh they were better known 
and minded, for many poſſibly like Dr. Par- 
ker (the Wordy Eccleſiaſtical Politician) brag 
of him, tho? they never took the pains y 
5 | Rea 
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Read and Weigh him ſeriouſly as they 
ought. - WER. 


Eecleſ. o- 8 21. The main things on which his Book is 
big. — 57) 


I. 1. S 10. t. That Human Laws are neceſlary ; the 
© Power to make them doth by the Law of 
© Nature helong to the Societies which choſe 

| their Rulers; and for Rulers to make 

1.8. near © them, without their conſent is Tyranny. And 

the end. they that uſe more Authority than is given 

them, are Uſurpers, and cannot bind any 
to obey them. | 


> 


* 
Cc 


© 2. God hath, by Scripture, given ſuper- 

i. 1. H 11. © natural Laws to Man; to teach him Faith 
1 SD 13. : in Chriſt, which contain all rhings neceſſary 
| * ſufficient for that End for which they were 

Eg © inſtiruted'; but not to be the only Law 
to direct us in all things without Excep- 

* tion. And they exclude not the Law of 

© Nature as unneceſlary; for many Natural 

Laws are ſet down in Scripture for our 

* Good; and Nature and Scripture are joint- 

ly uſeful for us as Men. Ns by 44 


1.3. 81. . The Unity of the viſible Church lies; 


in ane Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm; in the 
* viſible Profeſſion of theſe things which ſu- 
* pernaturally appertain to the very Eſſence 
* of Chriſtianity. Want of Moral Virtues ex- 
* clude from Heaven, much more doth ab- 
* ſence of inward Belief of Heart, lack, of Hope, 
* and of Chriſtian Love and Charity. £ 


£ 
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to Salvation, and are immutable, and are 
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© 4. God hath not ſet down in Scripture 82. 


any particular Form of Church-Polity, ſince 


1 © mo ſuch Form is neceſſary to Salvation. But 


© there are many Directions in general, and 


© Examples which favour Epiſcopacy. If s 


© it were true, the beſt Way for the Biſhops 


© was to ſay, there is a particular Polity 


c inſtituted by God. But % untruth can a- 
* vail the Patron long. Ariſt. Eth. 1. 10. 
© Ge To | | 


£ 5. Matters of Polity, tho' of great Mo- 53 


ment, are not matters of Faith, nor of the 
ſubſtance of Religion. 


Os 


© 6. Laws are not unchangeable, becauſe 8 10. 


in Scripture, nor becauſe the end for which 
* they were inſtituted continues, as many 
© plead; becauſe by the alteration of Per- 
* ſons or Things they may be found incon- 
* venient or inſufficient to attain that end. 
But we [muſt be flow to change what God 


* hath appointed, Yet ſome things in Polity 1, 


* are fixed by Chriſt and analterable, as Pray- 
© ers to be made, Sacraments to be mini- 


I ſtred, the Church to be carefully taught 


and guided; but Chriſt hath not forbidden 


© all change of thoſe Laws, which are ſet 


don in Scripture. 


27. The power of Office in the Church, 
Lis received from the whole Church, even l. 7. 814. 
© the power of Order; which hath uſed as 
© her Agents, Biſhop, who give it 55 the 

ame 


* God gave them, or cauſed them to be writ l. 1. $15: 


811. 


(44) 5 
© Name of the whole Church. Vet hence it 15 
follows not, that all Ordinations are null 
© not made by Biſhops, becauſe the Church 
© may ſee juſt reaſon, extraordinarily to allow 
© of other Ordinations. So we need not 
© urge a lineal Deſcent of Biſhops from the 
* Apoſtles. And the Reformers in the Plat- 
* form of Government confeſs, that till 
things were ſettled, the People did that 
which .afterward belonged to the Presby- 

tery. N 19 
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5+ 8. Even poſitive Laws, of God, and of 
I 


1. 7. 8 
I. 1. S 15. © the Apoſtles, and of Men in Councils, may . 
© be altered by the Church, if the Reaſon * 
© of them ceaſe? So the Church, by Uni- 
< verſal Conſent, may take away Epiſcopacy, ; 
* though it ſhould have been inſtituted by 7 
the Apoſtles, if conſtrain'd thereto, by the ; 
* Proud, Tyrannical and Unreaſonable Deal- f 
ing of Biſhops. WET 2 
1.8. Edi- * 9. While the greateſt part of the ruling 4 
tion An. Body in a Nation owns not Jeſus Chriſt : 
= 1705» p. © the Chriſtian Society may, by the Law of = 
= 458, 460, Nature, make Laws for themſelves, and fo 
487. © did for à long time. But when the Socie- | 
* ties grew Chriſtians, they made a Church, ; 


= and the Church and the | Common-wealth be- 
© came one and the ſame, and might, and did, 
make Laws. For God in his Word, gives 
* this Power to no other; therefore by the 
| © Law of Nature it comes to them. S0 bur 
=  ©Princes and Parliaments make Eccleſiaſtical 
= * Laws, and thoſe Laws are of God and plea- 
'8S li ſing to him. J 716. - 
; WN Te 


. . 
The three laſt Books, which were not 
- Publiſhed till the Year 1646, go on the 
- Tame Principles with the former five, and 


| 
"are ſaid to have been review'd by ſome 
. Learned Men, eſpecially by Gilbert, after 
* Lord Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, and have 
. been oft Re- printed, and of late Anno 
* 1 
F 8 21. To go on to the Learned and Fa- 
mous * Biſhop Andrews, who, as I have #* O- 
EF mention'd, was much for Ordination by Bi- — — 
f Þ& ſhops, yet is clear againſt this New and Bold ma. 
1 Aſſertion. Peter du Molin wrote to him, printed 
U That in a late Book he had offended King ro | 
- James, by ſaying, © Epiſcopacy is not of Di- Bl. x. 
„ © vine Right, nor an Article of Faith, but _— 
y | © a thing about which the Ancient Church 
'E had ufed her Liberty, and Prudence; judg- 
ing it more fit to preſerve Order and 
© Peace, and that it was generally receiv'd 
in the Church by the next Succeſſors to the 
8 F Apoſtles. oat hn 3 n 3 ; 
kt. * The Biſhop anſwers; Biſhops were made Epiſt pg 
of by the Apoſtles themſelves; That it was 1626. 
ſo done Jure Apoſtolico, i. e. Divino, and by 
e- * the Holy Spirit, yet was not an Article of 
h. our Faith, but belong'd to the Agenda or 
62 Practice of the Church. i 
d, 9 Du Moulin anſwers; That by ſaying fo, Epiſt, 2. 
es „he condemned all the French Churches to | 
ur FARE; -35, MS 
as 
D 
he 


þ 
2 * 
A - 
- 
2 ů—— —k—k — 


Epiſt. 2. 


Land ought to be own'd by all as the beſt. | 
© The things of Divine Right which be- 
© long to Faith, and thoſe that belong to 
© our Way of Living, are not of equal i 


(46) 
The Biſhop anſwers; * © If our Polity be 


© of Divine Right, yet it follows not thence, | 


© that. there can be 20 Salvation without it, 
© or that the Church cannot ſtand. He muſt 


© be Blind that ſees: not Churches ſtanding | 
without it, and Hard- hearted who denies | 
Salvation to them. We are not thoſe | 
Hard -hearted Cruel Ones. Something may 
© be wanting (in exterior Government) 
< which is of Divine Right, and yet there 
© may be Salvation. We condemn not the 
© thing, when we prefer a better thing before 
© it. We do not Damn your Church, when 
* we call it back to a better Form, which 


© better, pleas'd Antiquity, that is, to Ours, 


* Weight. — 


Fpiſt. * 


Du Moulin's third | Letter Gith, <All} 
things that are of Apoſtolical Right are 


— — 
r * — 


Nobis boc ſatis non eſt, fi non aſpernetur quis no- 
ſtram Eccleſiæ politeiam, ut rem witioſam. id agimus-ut 


1 3 ſit, eam 10 que quam proxime accedat ad 


orem Ecclefie Apoſtolicæ. Nec tamen fi noſtra di- 
vini juris fir, inde ſequitur, vel quad fine ea ſalus 
non ſt, vel quod ſtarè non poſſit Eccleſia. Cæcus 


fit qui non uideat ftantes fine ea Ecclefias 5 Ferreus 


* iguitati magis placuit, l, e. naſtram, re vocare. 


fit, qui ſalutem es neget. Nos non ſumus illi fer- 
rei. Latum inter iſta diſcrimen ponimus. © Poreſt abeſſe 


aliquid quod Furs, Divint fit (in exteriori quidem regi- 
mine) ut tamen ſubſtet ſalm. Non eſt boc dammare 
rem, melius illi aliquid anteponere. Non eſt boc dam- 
mare veſtram Ecclefian, ad formam aliam, que toti An · 


not 


Wm a R a cr. i ca 


© © my as my. 


Orrs 
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not of Divine Right, for many things ap- 
* pointed by them are changed; as Dea- 


© coneffes, 1 Tim. 5. 9. and that of three 
© or four Prophecying in the ſame Aſſem- 
© bly, 1 Cor. 14. 29. The avoiding of Things 
*:ftrangled and Blood, Acts 15. 29. (the Ho- 
ly Kiſs, Love-Feaſts, and other things might 
be added.) DT ED 8 

The Biſhop anſwers, Though there be 
Weight enough in the Apoſtolical Right, 
yet he had drawn this diſtinction of Or- 


; ders higher, even from Chriſt himſelf, 


© in the Twelve Apoſtles and the Seventy 
* Two, That Biſhops ſucceeded them, and 
© Presbyters to them. And higher yet from 
the Old Teſtament ; What Aaron and his 
© Sons and the Levites were in the Temple, 
© this Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacons chal- 


E lenge to themſelves in the Church. | 
Now, the Judgment of theſe two Great 


Men, (beſides others I have mentioned) and 
the different Grounds they go upon, will, 
I hope, clear theſe Things to many, and free 
them from any Intricacies that may be in 
their Minds. e 
By what hath been ſaid, *tis plain, That 
Presbyters and Biſhops by our Lord's and his 
Apoſtles Appointment, are the ſame; That 
Biſhops were not on a ſudden, but by degrees 
{paulatim) ſet up; rather by the Cuſtom of 
the Church than by Divine Appointment, as 
Hienom faith; That they have the Power of 
Ordination; and if it be denied to Presby- 


ters, as Hierom ſaith, tis only by the Cu- 


fam vr Canons of the Church; at leaſt we 
muſt ſay with: EY there a 
2 be 


21e : 


* (48) 
| be a true Church and Salvation without 
Biſhops, and that they condemn not the 
thing, when they e a better before 
ic. 54 5 353 | 


10 22. But, if it be voſſible to catisfie ſome, 
yet further conſider; 
All Things neceſſary to Salvation, are evi- 
dend contain'd in Scripture ; 
But a Dioceſan Eqiſcopacy, is not evi- 
| dently contain'd in Scripture. 
Therefore a Dioceſan Epiſcopacy is not 
neceſſary to Salvation. 
Here's a plain Demonſtration for ſuch as 
wilt not take up with leſs, | : 
The Major is plain, and own'd by all true 
Proteſtants. ; 
The Minor is confoſi d by Mr. Hooker, | 
Mr. Dodwell, and others, and by Dr. Be- ; 
Codex vertdge, ho ſaith, Nothing certain concerning 
Canonum © the Form of Government of the Church can 
Eccleliz he gathered out of the Apoſtles Writings ; 


Primitivæ « 


vindica- That they liv'd long after the Books of | 
tus, the New Teſtament were Written, and | 
J. 2. 6. 11. © made a more exact Form of Government; 
| That we muſt diligently conſult Eccleſia- 
* ſtical Hiſtory, fince very few of thoſe | 
things the Apoſtles did, are Written in 

a the Holy Scriptures; and that they could 

© not ſettle Things but. very late, when they | 


© were to depart hence, and the Canan of 


© the New Teſtament! was om W long 
e. 3 8 


8 23. 805 * gin of thoſe of that may | 
is exceeding n and from my ON I | 
| _ deſire 


(49) 


ut deſire they may impartially conſider of it 
he and Repent. * 85 
re Its a dangerdus thing to break God's Com- Mat. 5-39 


mandments and Teach Men ſo; ſuch ſhall 
be called the leaſt in the Kingdom of Hea- 


je, „ . | 
= It's a dangerous Thing to draw Men 
vi- & from the Scripture, to build upon Mens 


3 Writings and Church-Hiſtory ,, which is | 
vi- uncertaln. Euſebius (who wrote about the Year ift, I. 2. 
3320) faith, it cannot be affirm'd, how ma- c. 4. | 
1oÜt ny or what fincere Followers have Go- 
3 vern'd the Churches planted by the Apo- 4 
as ſtles, but ſo far forth as may be gathered by 
Z the Writings of St. Paul. This is to turn 


rue from the avoided Doctrine of the Prote- 
fſtants; to judge of the Holy Scriptures by 

ker, the Fathers, and not of the Fathers by them. 

Be- How light ſoever ſome make of this, it will > 

ing not be found ſo. eee * 

can It's a dangerous Thing to condemn God's 

95; Ways and People. He that offendeth one of Mat. 18.5 

s of 3 theſe little Ones which believe in Ne, it were 

and better for him that 4 Mill-ſtone mas hang'd 

nt; about his Neek, and he be dromned in the depth 

efia- of the Sea. How much more to caſt off 

hoſe and Damn, and ofend ſo many at Home 

1 in and Abroad? Even all the Proteſtants be- 

ould | yond Seas and in Scotland. Quanta ſtra- 

they e r 

n of It's a dangerous Thing to be-guilty of 


long Schiſm from all theſe Churches. If there be 
any on that is Damning, is not this 
one'? LESTER Star's "04.2; 


u, 1 . IDS een ne 


| (50) 

It's a dangerous Thing, not only to vin- 

dicate the Pope from being the Anti-Chriſt,. 

but to ſay that Papiſts have true Miniſters 

and Churches, and Salvation, but all Pro- 

teſtants who are without Biſhops, have no 

Churches or Salvation; how can we gratifie 
the: Papilts more £7 5 7 

Beſides, doth not this tend to diſſolve 

the Catholick Church, and deſtroy Chri- 

ſtianity ? Lord open our Eyes, and touch our 

Hearts, - e ) | 


But our Right Reverend Biſhops and Clergy 
abbor this. . 


So the Queſtion now ſeems to be, which 
part of the Church of England ſhall prevail. 
Whether the genuine Troteſtants from Henry 
the VIIIth's time, till now; Or the new Sort, 
who amidſt a great deal of Oppoſition, have 
by degrees Sprung up, and will call them- 
ſelves the only true Sons of the Chureh ; 

* Pregly and combine (as * Mr. Thomas ſaith) with 
ery in, the Widdringtonian Papiſts that can take the 
4 mai, Oath of, Allegiance, to root out thoſe they 
1 An. 1696. call Puritans. r ks ta 


=_. - $ 24. Now while we diſpute concerning 
2% the Miniſters of Chriſt, we are to take heed 
= Jeſt we neglect Him who is our Lord, our 
Life, aur All; who died for us, and lives for 
ever, and hath the Keys of Hell and of Death. 
And to go on as an Hiſtorian, it will be uſe- 
ful to conſider what our Hol and Learned 
_ = | Biſhop Jewel ſaith, © There is an External 
F and Internal Prieſthood. That the Prieſt or 
| a 70 „555 e F Mini- 


from the Apoſtles. . And 'tis certaifi, that 


— 


Was, —that none may force himſelf into 
that Office, but is to be preferr'd to it 
* duly and orderly, and if there was never 


P. 119, 


© a Biſhop left alive, we need not go to Lo- 


vain, —and cites that Paſſage in Tertullian, 
Nonne & Laici Sacerdotes ſumus? Then ſhews, 
© there is alſo an Internal Prieſthood in the 
© Exerciſe of the Soul. That in this Senſe, 
© every Chriſtian Man is a Prieft, and offers 
to God Spiritual Sacrifices; Not of the 
© Maſs, but of Themſelves; of Prayers and 
* Praiſes (eſpecially when we Commemorate 
© the Sacrifice of our Bleſſed Lord at his Vm. 12. 1. 
© Holy Table) and of good Works. So St. 1 <7 11. 
© Peter, 1 Epiſt. Chap. 2.5, 6. So St. John, 23 : 
© Rev. 1,6. And fo St. Auguſtine, Ambroſe, 15, PI | 
© Hierom, Chryſoſtom, Tertullian, Origen and 
© Cyprian. | ; 
Now we own, and greatly value the Ex- 
ternal Prieſthood or Miniſtry, inſtituted by 
our Lord, with which he will be for ever, 
but do not lay all upon it. And the main 
Work. of the poor deſpis'd Diſſenters, is to 
beger and preſerve this true Internal Prieſt- 
hood, that the Lord may delight in our Aſ- 
ſemblies and Services. 2 | 
What theſs Prieſts did, or might do in 


the Primitive Times, or yet may do in di- 


vers Caſes, I will not determine ; -but do 
conceive with that Learn'd 3 Mr. 
Hooker, and others, that in Cafe of Neceſ- 
fity they may Chuſe and Ordain an Our- 
ward Priefthood, without a Lineal Succeſſion 


D 4 the 


* * y Per. 1. 
' 23. 
che 2. 2o 


Mat. 3. 9. 
Rom. 2. 28, 
29. 


( $2 ) 75 


the main Work of this outward Miniſtry 


Fam. 1.18. of Chriſt, is to beget People with the Word of 
Truth, to be inward Prieſts to God, and to 


be a kind of firſt Fruits of his Creatures, To 
bring Men to be Born again, not of Corrup- 


tible Seed, but Incorruptible, by the Word of 


God, which liveth and abideth for ever; and 
to feed them with the ſincere Milk of the 
Mord, that they may grow thereby. Not to 
let them reſt in a Baptiſmal Regeneration 
and ſaying they are Abraham's Seed, the? 
they be Strangers to God, but to bring and 
keep them to be. ſo in Truth. *Tis becauſe 
of this chiefly, that Chriſt's faithful Mini- 
ſters labour and ſuffer Reproach, as they have 
always done from wicked Ones of all ſorts, 
and wherein they rejoyce. Thus Holy Paul, 
and others labour'd to beget others through the 


' Goſpel under all their Sufferings. Let us 


earneſtly. beſeech the Lord to preſerve and 
raiſe up. ſuch a faithful lively Miniſtry, and 
to give it Succeſs; and to preſerve and raiſe 
up ſuch a Holy living People, which ſhall 
receive the Word of God, not as the Word of 
Men, but as it is in Truth the Word of God. 
Many ſtrive to lead us from the Word of 
God, to the Words of Men, but are they 


* like to Convert Souls? The Law of the Lord 


is Perfeft, Converting the Soul. —Sanctifie them 


'* by thy Truth, thy Word is Truth.—And. the 


Apoſtle ſaith, Preach the Word in Seaſon, and 


out of Seaſon ; And what is the Chaff to the 
Wheat ? But many, I fear, in effect, look 


on the Word of God, as the Word of Men, 


and not as the Word of God; and think 


their own, Words as good and powerful as 
TT the 


(53) 


ry the Word of: God, which is quick, and 

of paierceth even to the dividing aſunder of the Soul Heb. 4· 12. I 
LO and Spirit, and is a diſcerner of the Thoughts 4 
o | and Intents of the Heart. | | ] 
- The generality of Men reſt in a ſecure 
of | formal way of Religion; The Diſſenters | 
d joyn with all Chriſt's faithful Miniſters to 

he 'F raiſe Men out of it that they may be ſaved; 

to and to that end, ſtrive to make uſe of the 

n, | Sword of the Spirit, to wound and heal, and z#ph.6.17. 

0 3 to preſerve a Spiritual Prieſthood, to offer 1 Pei. 24. 

id up Spiritual Sacrifices acceptable to God by 

ſe *F Jeſus Chriſt. Let ws keep cloſe to the Scrip- 

- ture, ſtrive to feel the Power of it effectu- ; 
ve | ally working in us, to underſtand it aright, > 
ts, | and never be drawn from it in, our Judgment 1 
„ or Practice, loath our ſelves for our Defecetss _ 
the herein, and deſpiſe all other Wiſdom and | 

us Words in Compariſon of it. 

nd To ſtrengthen our ſelves herein, let us 

nd look into the Experiences of our own Hearts, 

iſe which will ſay, There is none like that; into 

all |} many Places of the Scriptures, of the Fathers, 

of | and of Writers of latter Times; and amongſt 

od. FF others on John Gerſon, ( ſince much of this 

of Tract conſiſts of Quotations) who liv'd in pied An. 

ey | the depth of Popery, with whoſe honeſt 1419. 

rd | Verſes who can forbear to be affected? 

e172 ö 
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n 

the 
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en, 


n 6 Nlentibus 
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| Z Parte, 
ol. 301. 
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NMentibus altis Exoritur Fons 
Purior Auro, Duda nec ullo 
Spurcida Cæno; Lumine Solis 
Obice fulget; Ta bibe Tutus, 
Te e Te tua nunquam 

| Pallet Imago. Plurimus inde 
Rrevalas exit Lapſus ad ima 
Putrida Tellus, quo mage diſtans 
Sordibus opplet, Noxia miſcens, 
In quibus Anguis, Ranula, vermis, 
Bufoque ſerpunt, Mors latet undis. 
Si Sitis urget Cautior eſto. 

Vis ſpeculari? Reddere verum 
Vis Simul achrum Turbida poſſunt. 
Terreat hoc vos, Quos derelicto 
Fonte Sophiæ Terrea pot ant. 


8 


Theſe Papers having lain by me ſeveral 
Months, I find in the Book appointed by 
our Pious Queen to be us'd in the Publick 
Thankſgiving, June 27th, 1706. a Prayer, 
wherein we beſeech God to extend his Com- 
paſſion and Favour to all Mankind, more 
epecially to the Reformed Churches Abroad, 
as there us'd to be a Prayer for all the Re- 
formed Churches, in the Forms of Prayer 
appointed for the Publick Faſts. This plain- 
ly ſhews, the new and falſe Aſſertion I op- 
poſe, is condemn'd by Her Majeſty, and the 
Church of England; And I hope may ſome- 

x | 5 4 what 


C934 
what pull down the Pride, and tend to the 
Converſion of thoſe that have held it, and 
preſerve ſuch as are at the briak of it. 

At length, by the Importunity of ſome, 
I have conſented theſe Papers ſhould be Pub- 
liſh'd, in hopes they may be uſeful to in- 
form many that mean well, but are Igno- 
| rant; to help in ſome meaſure divers that 
are Learn'd, but poſſibly not fo clear in 
theſe Matters; and ſome way or other to 
be profitable to all of us, whoſe Minds, a- 
las, drail too much on the Earth and Earth- | 
ly. Things. May God the Father of our Lord Epb. 1. & 
Feſus Chriſt grant us, that the Eyes of our Un- ch. 3. 
derſtanding may be enlightned to know Him, 
and do his Will, and to know the wondrous 
Love of Chriſt to us, ſo as to Conſtrain us to 
Love Him, and one another as He Commands 
us, and in this way be filled with the Bleſ- 71, TH 
ſings of the Goſpel of Peace. Amen. Amen. 12. 
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